
Justin Martyr – on prophecy (Gentiles, Jews, Antichrist & the millennium)

CHAPTER CIX -- THE CONVERSION OF THE GENTILES HAS BEEN PREDICTED BY MICAH.

"But that the Gentiles would repent of the evil in which they led erring lives, when they heard the doctrine
preached by His apostles from Jerusalem, and which they learned through them, suffer me to show you by quoting
a short statement from the prophecy of Micah, one of the twelve [minor prophets]. This is as follows: 'And in the
last days the mountain of the Lord shall be manifest, established on the top of the mountains; it shall be exalted
above the hills, arid people shall flow unto it. And many nations shall go, and say, Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and they shall enlighten us in His way, and we shall
walk in His paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And He shall
judge among many peoples, and shall rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into
ploughshares, and their spears into sickles: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. And each man shall sit under his vine and under his fig tree; and there shall be none to terrify: for
the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it. For all people will walk in the name of their gods; but we will walk
in the name of the Lord our God for ever. And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will assemble her that is
afflicted, and gather her that is driven out, and whom I had plagued; and I shall make her that is afflicted a
remnant, and her that is oppressed a strong nation. And the Lord shall reign over them in Mount Zion from
henceforth, and even for ever.' "

CHAPTER CX -- A PORTION OF THE PROPHECY ALREADY FULFILLED IN THE CHRISTIANS: THE
REST SHALL BE FULFILLED AT THE SECOND ADVENT.

And when I had finished these words, I continued: "Now I am aware that your teachers, sirs, admit the whole of
the words of this passage to refer to Christ; and I am likewise aware that they maintain He has not yet come; or if
they say that He has come, they assert that it is not known who He is; but when He shall become manifest and
glorious, then it shall be known who He is. And then, they say, the events mentioned in this passage shall happen,
just as if there was no fruit as yet from the words of the prophecy. O unreasoning men! understanding not what has
been proved by all these passages, that two advents of Christ have been announced: the one, in which He is set
forth as suffering, inglorious, dishonoured, and crucified; but the other, in which He shall come from heaven with
glory, when the man of apostasy, who speaks strange things against the Most High, shall venture to do unlawful
deeds on the earth against us the Christians, who, having learned the true worship of God from the law, and the
word which went forth from Jerusalem by means of the apostles of Jesus, have fled for safety to the God of Jacob
and God of Israel; and we who were filled with war, and mutual slaughter, and every wickedness, have each
through the whole earth changed our warlike weapons,--our swords into ploughshares, and our spears into
implements of tillage,--and we cultivate piety, righteousness, philanthropy, faith, and hope, which we have from
the Father Himself through Him who was crucified; and sitting each under his vine, i.e., each man possessing his
own married wife. For you are aware that the prophetic word says, 'And his wife shall be like a fruitful vine.' Now
it is evident that no one can terrify or subdue us who have believed in Jesus over all the world. For it is plain that,
though beheaded, and crucified, and thrown to wild beasts, and chains, and fire, and all other kinds of torture, we
do not give up our confession; but the more such things happen, the more do others and in larger numbers become
faithful, and worshippers of God through the name of Jesus.

CHAPTER LXXX -- THE OPINION OF JUSTIN WITH REGARD TO THE REIGN OF A THOUSAND YEARS.
SEVERAL CATHOLICS REJECT IT.

And Trypho to this replied, "I remarked to you sir, that you are very anxious to be safe in all respects, since you
cling to the Scriptures. But tell me, do you really admit that this place, Jerusalem, shall be rebuilt; and do you
expect your people to be gathered together, and made joyful with Christ and the patriarchs, and the prophets, both
the men of our nation, and other proselytes who joined them before your Christ came? or have you given way, and
admitted this in order to have the appearance of worsting us in the controversies?"

Then I answered, "I am not so miserable a fellow, Trypho, as to say one thing and think another. I admitted to you



formerly, that I and many others are of this opinion, and[believe] that such will take place, as you assuredly are
aware; but, on the other hand, I signified to you that many who belong to the pure and pious faith, and are true
Christians, think otherwise. Moreover, I pointed out to you that some who are called Christians, but are godless,
impious heretics, teach doctrines that are in every way blasphemous, atheistical, and foolish. But that you may
know that I do not say this before you alone, I shall draw up a statement, so far as I can, of all the arguments which
have passed between us; in which I shall record myself as admitting the very same things which I admit to you. For
I choose to follow not men or men's doctrines, but God and the doctrines[delivered] by Him. For if you have fallen
in with some who are called Christians, but who do not admit this[truth], and venture to blaspheme the God of
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; who say there is no resurrection of the dead, and that their
souls, when they die, are taken to heaven; do not imagine that they are Christians, even as one, if he would rightly
consider it, would not admit that the Sadducees, or similar sects of Genist , Meristae,Gelilaeans, Hellenists,
Pharisees, Baptists, are Jews(do not hear me impatiently when I tell you what I think), but are[only] called Jews
and children of Abraham, worshipping God with the lips, as God Himself declared, but the heart was far from
Him. But I and others, who are right-minded Christians on all points, are assured that there will be a resurrection
of the dead, and a thousand years in Jerusalem, which will then be built, adorned, and enlarged, the prophets
Ezekiel and Isaiah and others declare.

CHAPTER LXXXI -- HE ENDEAVOURS TO PROVE THIS OPINION FROM ISAIAH AND THE
APOCALYPSE.

"For Isaiah spake thus concerning this space of a thousand years: 'For there shall be the new heaven and the new
earth, and the former shall not be remembered, or come into their heart; but they shall find joy and gladness in it,
which things I create. For, Behold, I make Jerusalem a rejoicing, and My people a joy; and I shall rejoice over
Jerusalem, and be glad over My I people. And the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, or the voice of
crying. And there shall be no more there a person of immature years, or an old man who shall not fulfil his days.
For the young man shall be an hundred years old; but the sinner who dies an hundred years old, he shall be
accursed. And they shall build houses, and shall themselves inhabit them; and they shall plant vines, and shall
themselves eat the produce of them, and drink the wine. They shall not build, and others inhabit; they shall not
plant, and others eat. For according to the days of the tree of life shall be the days of my people; the works of their
toil shall abound. Mine elect shall not toil fruitlessly, or beget children to be cursed; for they shall be a seed
righteous and blessed by the Lord, and their offspring with them. And it shall come to pass, that before they call I
will hear; while they are still speaking, I shall say, What is it? Then shall the wolves and the lambs feed together,
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent[shall eat] earth as bread. They shall not hurt or maltreat
each other on the holy mountain, i saith the Lord.' Now we have understood that the expression used among these
words, 'According to the days of the tree[of life] shall be the days of my people; the works of their toil shall abound'
obscurely predicts a thousand years. For as Adam was told that in the nay fie ate of the tree he would die, we know
that he did not complete a thousand years. We have perceived, moreover, that the expression, 'The day of the Lord
is as a thousand years,' is connected with this subject. And further, there was a certain man with us, whose name
was John, one of the apostles of Christ, who prophesied, by a revelation that was made to him, that those who
believed in our Christ would dwell a thousand years in Jerusalem; and that thereafter the general, and, in short, the
eternal resurrection and judgment of all men would likewise take place. Just as our Lord also said, 'They shall
neither marry nor be given in marriage, but shall be equal to the angels, the children of the God of the
resurrection.' 


