
The PAROUSIA
ACCORDING TO GREEK SCHOLARS

G. Abbott-Smith

" . . .  te c hnic a l te rm  for the  vis it of a  K ing"  -- A Manual Greek Lexicon of the New Testatment  p. 347

Henry Alford

"T he  c om ing of the  L ord in the  e nd .. .  sha ll be  a plain unmistakeable fact,  unde rs tood of a ll . . .  T he  lightning,

lighting both e nds  of he a ve n a t onc e , se e n of a ll be ne a th it,  c a n only find its  full s im ilitude  in H is  Pe rsona l

c om ing, W hom  every eye shall see, R e v. i.7"  -- New Testament for English Readers  V ol. 1, p. 167

W.C. Allen

[on v.27]  "T he  ide a  a ppa re ntly is  tha t the  pre se nc e  of the  Son of M a n w ill not be  loc a l,  but e ve ryw he re  vis ible " 

-- International Critical Commentary:  Matthew  p. 257

W.F. Arndt; F.W. Gingrich

"c om ing of a  hidde n divinity, w ho m a ke s  his  pre se nc e  fe lt by the  re ve la tion of his  pow e r" "vis it of a  pe rson of

high ra nk" "of C hris t . . .  ne a rly a lw a ys  of his  M e ss ia nic  a dve nt in glory" "ga ve  rise  to a n oppos ing use  .. .  the

coming of the  A ntic hris t"  -- A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature  p. 635

F.W. Beare

"T he  re a de rs  a re  w a rne d to dis re ga rd a ny suc h rum ours  of a  M e ss ia h w ho is  a lre a dy in the  w orld, but hidde n,

for the re  w ill be  no se c re c y a bout the  a rriva l of the  Son of M a n.  It w ill be  a s  vis ible  to a ll a s  lightning . . ."  --

The Gospel According to St. Matthew  p. 470

John Broadus

"T he  w ord sugge s ts  . . .  tha t Je sus  w ill c om e  a nd s ta y w ith his  pe ople  .. .  M e ss ia h's  c om ing w ill be  a like  vis ible  to

a ll,  a nd so the re  w ill be  no oc c a s ion for som e  to te ll othe rs  w he re  he  m a y be  se e n."  -- An American Commentary

on the New Testament  pp. 482,489

W. Adams Brown

" . . .  "pre se nc e " a s  oppose d to a bse nc e  . . . he nc e  the  a rriva l w hic h introduc e s  tha t pre se nc e  . . . a  te c hnic a l te rm

use d in N T  to de note  the  c om ing of C hris t in glory a t the  e nd of the  a ge  .. .  it e m pha s iz e s  the  e le m e nt of

permanent presence w hic h the  c om ing of C hris t is  to introduc e  .. .  It ha s  its  pa ra lle l w ithin the  O T  in the  prophe tic

a ntic ipa tion of the  Day of the Lord . . .  tha t gre a t c ris is  of hum a n his tory w he n J [e hova h] sha ll be  m a nife s te d a s  the

Judge  a nd Sa viour of Is ra e l, a nd H is  K ingdom  sha ll be  se t up a m ong m e n .. .  A ll the  e va nge lis ts  re pre se nt the

Pa rousia  a s  pre c e de d by c e rta in the opha nic  s igns  in the  he a ve n"  --  Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible  V ol. 3  pp.

674-676

A.B. Bruce

"B oth e xpre ss ions  -- in the  de se rt, in the  se c re t re c e sse s  -- point to non-vis ibility.  T he  fa lse  prophe ts  bid the

pe ople  put the ir fa ith in a  M e ss ia h not in e vide nc e , the  Great Unseen =  "T he  hour is  c om e , a nd the  m a n is

som e w he re , out of vie w , not fa r a w a y, ta ke  m y w ord for it" .  . . .  the  c om ing of the  true  M e ss ia h .. .  c om pa re d to

the  lightning, to sugge s t a  c ontra s t be tw e e n H im  a nd the  fa lse  C hris ts  a s  to visibility ..."  -- Expositor's Greek

Testament  V ol. 1  p. 294



E.W. Bullinger

" a  c om ing w hic h inc lude s  the  ide a  of a  pe rm a ne nt dw e lling from  tha t c om ing onw a rds"  -- A Critical Lexicon

and Concordance to the English and Greek New Testament  p. 169

D.A. Carson

"T he  te rm  c a n re fe r to "pre se nc e ," "a rriva l,"  or "c om ing" -- the  firs t s ta ge  of "pre se nc e " .. .  c lose ly tie d w ith

Je sus ' glorious  "a ppe a ring" . . .  -- Expositor's Bible Commentary  V ol. 8  p. 497

John Peter Lange

[on M a tt.24:3,27]   “T he  [pa rous ia ] is  the  [e pipha ne ia ] of 2 T he ss . ii.8; 1 T im .vi.14, e tc ., in a ntithe s is  to the

tim e s  of the  hidde n influe nc e  a nd gove rnm e nt of C hris t . . .  So w ill C hris t a t H is  a ppe a ring m a nife s t H im se lf by

a n unm is ta ke a ble  brightne ss ,  irra dia ting the  w hole  e a rth.  It is  not he re , the n, the  m e re  suddenness tha t is  m e a nt,

but ra the r the  omnipresent, unmistakeable, a nd fearful visibility.   The Gospel According to St. Matthew  pp.422,426

I.H. Marshall

" . . .  c onc e ive s  of the  re turn of Je sus  to this  w orld in vis ible  spe ndor, like  a  m ona rc h."  -- The Epistles of John  p.

165

J.B. Mayor

"vis ible  pre se nc e " is  re gula rly use d for the  Se c ond C om ing"  -- The Epistle of St. James  p. 150 

Alfred Plummer 

"It intim a te s  tha t the  re turn of the  M e ss ia h in glory w ill not re sult, like  the  firs t C om ing, in a  tra ns itory s ta y, but

w ill ina ugura te  a n abiding presence . . .  T he  fina l e ve nt w ould be  sudde n a nd e ve ryw he re  vis ible ; the re  w ould be

no se nding of tidings  tha t it w a s  on its  w a y .. .  T he  M e ss ia h w ould not lie  hidde n for a  tim e  a nd be c om e

gra dua lly know n; H is  a ppe a ra nc e  w ould a t onc e  c a rry c onvic tion a s  to w ho H e  w a s , a nd the re  w ould be  no ne e d

to le a rn this  from  othe rs .  T he  re port tha t H e  w a s  in one  pa rtic ula r spot w a s  e nough to prove  tha t the  re port w a s

fa lse  . . ."  -- An Exegetical Commentary on the Gospel According to St. Matthew  pp. 329,334

Lawrence O. Richards

"Parousia is  som e tim e s  use d in a  te c hnic a l se nse  a s  the  te rm  for a n offic ia l vis it or the  a rriva l of a  pe rson of

high ra nk.  B ut e ve n the n the  w ord doe s  not norm a lly e m pha s iz e  the  pe rson's  a rriva l but the  fa c t of tha t pe rson's

phys ic a l pre se nc e  w ith those  to w hom  he  or she  ha s  c om e  ...  W he n parousia is  use d to de sc ribe  the  re turn of

Je sus , our thoughts  a re  dire c te d to the  fa c t tha t he  w ill re turn in pe rson . . ."  -- Expository Dictionary of the Bible

Words  p. 65

A.T. Robertson

"T he  w ord parousia oc c urs  in this  c ha pte r a lone  (3,27,37,39) in the  G ospe ls , but ofte n in the  E pis tle s , e ithe r of

pre se nc e  a s  oppose d to a bse nc e  (Phil.  2:12) or the  se c ond c om ing of C hris t (2 T he ss . 2:1) . . .[on v.27]  As seen

vis ible  in c ontra s t to the  invis ibility of the  fa lse  M e ss ia hs  . . ."  -- Word Pictures in the New Testament  V ol. 1  pp.

188,192

Stephen S. Smalley

" .. .  the  prim a ry thought in John's  m ind is  the  m otiva tion for C hris tia n c om m itm e nt provide d by the  future

a ppe a ra nc e  of Je sus .  --   Word Biblical Commentary  V ol. 51  p. 129

Joseph H. Thayer

"In N .T . e sp. of the advent,  i.e . the  future  vis ible  re turn from  he a ve n of Je sus , the  M e ss ia h, to ra ise  the  de a d,

hold the  la s t judgm e nt,  a nd se t up form a lly a nd glorious ly the  K ingdom  of G od"  -- A Greek-English Lexicon of the

New Testament  p. 490



Marvin R. Vincent

[on M a tt.24:27]   “ Shineth . . .  T he  c om ing of the  L ord w ill be  a  pla in, unm is ta ka ble  fa c t, like  the  lightning w hic h

lighte ns  both e nds  of the  he a ve n a t onc e , a nd is  se e n of a ll.  It w ill not be  c onne c te d w ith som e  pa rtic ula r pla c e ,

but w ill m a nife s t itse lf a nd be  re c ogniz e d ove r the  w hole  w orld.  C om pa re  A poc .i,7: ‘E ve ry e ye  sha ll se e

him .’”    Word Studies of the New Testament V ol.1 p.129

W.E. Vine

"de note s  both a n "a rriva l" a nd a  c onse que nt "pre se nc e  w ith"."  --   Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words  p.

111
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