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Did the early church really  turn apostate

after the death of the Apostles?

Why is The Watchtower so carefu l to

avoid the writings of our chief source from

the second generation of Christian ity

– Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr?
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Why should we
know Ignatius?

“Dissatisfied with ‘popular’ teachings, Thomas found nowhere else
to turn but to the Bible itself. And, having come to the source of

Truth at last, he devoted the remainder of his life to a careful
independent study of the Scriptures. What he found led him to the
unavoidable conclusion that the Christian church had strayed far
from Divine teaching in the 19 centuries since the days of Christ

and his apostles.”

So speaks an anonymously written booklet published by the

Christadelphians (The C hristadelphians: Who are they? What Do They

Believe?, pg.3), in telling  the sto ry of on e of the  found ers of th eir

move ment,  John Thom as. After hav ing extolled  the virtue o f “indepe ndent”

Bible stud y the boo klet strange ly conclu des with th is encou ragem ent:

... we invite you to visit with us,  to write to us, or to attend our Bible

studies, and to  discuss these  matters furth er ...

But is not Christadelphian Bible stud y just another form of dependence?

Inevitably, those who reject the “traditions” of Christendom end up setting

up their own orthodoxy, which then becomes another rigid “tradition”,

which in turn is rejected by those who will have no truck with “doctrines of

men”.

Which brings us to Ignatius. Among extant Christian writers of the second

generation Ignatius o f Antioch  is our best link  with the Apostles. He was

Bishop of An tioch, w hich c hurch , acco rding to   Acts 1 3, offic ially

commissioned Paul and Barnabas for the first great missionary outreach to

the Ge ntiles, and  to which church Paul an d Barn abas retu rned after (A cts

14:26 ). Hence from early days Antioch was TH E most  influen tial chu rch in

the spread o f Christianity th rougho ut the Ro man w orld. Early tradition

indicates that Igna tius was a ppointe d to his office by the Apostle John

himself,  which finds support in the fact that Ignatius was close to Polycarp,

Bishop of Smyrna, who had known John and who sat as his feet as a young

man. Certainly  no man N OT ap proved b y John c ould ea sily have rise n to
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the position of bishop in a church so important as Antioch while the last

remaining Apostle lived.

Ignatius sealed his testimony with his own blood around the year 107 A.D.

Therefo re his seven authentic epistles sh ould be  of utmo st interest to a ll

who come up against, or perhaps are sympathetic towards, the position

espoused by Christadelphians, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses and a

multitude of other c laimants to the ti tle of ‘t rue church’.  The common

contention of these groups, that the church went off the rails afte r the death

of the Apostles, can easily be tested if we have primary sources for the

second and third g eneration s after Ch rist. And  in Ignatius w e have ju st that.

Therefo re it is interesting to  note tha t The Watchtower, for one, has ignored

the writings of Ignatius. The W atchtow er bookle t Should You Believe the

Trinity?, which sets as one of its goals  to establish “What the Ante-Nicene

Fathers  Taugh t” (headin g, pg.7),  cites Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Clement of

Alexandria, Tertullian, Hippolytus and Origen, in an  attemp t to

demon strate that “history makes clear that the Trinity was unknown

throughout Biblical times and for several centuries thereafter”. But if th is is

indeed clear, why do they skip over the chief witness for the 2 generations

after the Ap ostles? W hy cite  only late second or third century s ources?  In

fact the Watchtower publications index for the years 1930 to 1985 makes

only one reference to Ignatius, and that on the subject of the Apostle

Peter’s  connection with Rome . The 1986-19 90 index yields another

reference, this on the topic of the authority of Scripture.

Yet even the se mea gre referenc es reveal m uch. First,  the Watchtower

researchers  know of the existence of the epistles of Ignatius. Second,

someone at headquarters doesn’t particularly care if the rest of their

contents remains unknow n to Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Shall  we giv e the benefit of doubt and assume tha t Jehovah’s Witnesses’

ignorance of Ignatius is NOT willful? Whatever be the case, the writings of

this great bishop/martyr do maximum damage to many of the claims made

by oppon ents of ‘orth odoxy’.  Ignatius’s seven authentic epistles, written in

expectation of his imminent martyrdom, shed much light on questions

which are sti ll much in dispute, issues very much alive among many

religious bodies beside Jehovah’s Witnesses. These questions include:

1. What type of organization did the early church have?

2. Did 1st century believers understand Christ to be God?

3. Was Christ resurrected in a physical body?

4. What did early Christians believe as to life after death?
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5. Which Name was the early church known by?

We here reproduce the edition of Ignatius prepared by editors Alexander

Roberts  and James Donaldson, with notes and revisions by A. Cleveland

Coxe. The introductions of both the original Edinburgh edition and the

American edition, prepared by Coxe, precede the actual text of the epistles.

Because of space limitations, only the short edition of the epistles, which

has gained general acceptance as the original, is reproduced. The longer

editions may b e found  easily elsew here. W e have ta ken the lib erty of

marking the text and adding annotations where references bearing on our

imme diate pu rpose oc cur.

- David  Aspinall
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Introductory Note to the

Epistle of Ignatius to the Ephesians

[A.D. 30-10 7.] The seductive myth w hich repre sents this F ather as th e little

child whom the Lord placed in the midst of his apostles (Matthew 18:2)

indicates at least the period when he may be supposed to have been born.

That he and  Polycarp  were fellow-disciples under St. John, is a tradition by

no means inconsistent with anything in the Epistles of either. His

subsequent history is sufficiently indicated in the Epistles which follow.

Had not the p lan of this se ries been s o exclus ively that of a mere revised

reprint, the writings of Ignatius themselves would have made me diffident

as to the undertaking. It seems impossible for any one to write upon the

subject of these p recious rem ains, witho ut provo king con troversy. T his

publication is designed as an Eirenicon, and he nce "few  words a re best,"

from one who might be supposed incapable of an unbiased opinion on

most of the points which have been raised in connection with these Epistles.

I must content  myself therefore, by referring the studious reader to the

originals  as edited by Bishop Jacobson, with a Latin version and copious

annotations. That rev ered an d reamed divine h onou red m e with h is

friendship; and h is precio us editio n has  been  my fre quen t study , with

theological students , almos t ever since  it appeared in 1840. It is by no

means superannuated by the vigorous Ignatian literature which has since

sprung up, and to which reference wil l he made elsewhere. But I am

content to leave the whole matter, without comment, to the minds of

Christians of whatever school and to their independen t conclusions. It is a

great thing to present them in a single volume with the shorter and longer

Epistles duly com pared, and w ith the Curetonian version besides. One

luxury  only I may claim, to relieve the drudging task-wo rk of a me re reviser.

Surely  I may point out some of the proverbial wisdom of this great disciple,

which has often stirred my soul, as with the trum pet he ard by  St. Joh n in

Patmos. In him, indeed, the lions encountered a lion, one truly  begotten of

"the Lion of the tribe of Judah." Take, then, as a specimen, these thrilling

injunctions from his letter to Polycarp, to whom he bequeathed his own

spirit, and in whom he well knew the Church would recognize a sort of

survival of St. John himself. If the reader has any true perception of the

rhythm and fo rce of th e Gree k lang uage , let him  learn by heart th e originals

of the follow ing aph orisms:-

     1. Find time to pray without ceasing.

     2. Every wound is not healed with the same remedy.
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     3. The times demand thee, as pilots the haven.

     4. The crown is immortality.

     5. Stand  like a bea ten anv il.

     6. It is the pa rt of a good  athlete to b e bruised a nd to pre vail.

     7. Consider the times: look for Him who is above time.

     8. Slight not the menservants and the ha ndmaids.

     9. Let your stewardship define your work.

     10. A Christian is not his own master, but waits upon God.

Ignatius so delig hted in  his name Theophorus (sufficiently expounded in his

own words to Trajan or his official representative), that it is worth noting

how deeply the early Christians fe lt and believed in (2 Corinthians 6: 16)

the indw elling Spirit.

Ignatius has been censured for his language to the Romans, in which he

seems to crave martyrdom. But he was already condemned, in law a dead

man, and felt himself at liberty to glory in his tribulations. Is it more than

modern Christians often too lightly sing?-

          "Let cares like a wild deluge come,

          And storms of sorrow fall," etc.

So the h oly ma rtyr adds, "O nly let m e attain u nto Jesu s Christ."

The Epistle to the Romans is utterly inconsistent with any c once ption o n his

part, that Rome was the see and residence of a bishop holding any other

than fraternal relations with himself. It is very note worth y that it is  devoid

of expressions, elsewhere made emphatic, which would have been much

insisted upon had they been found herein. Think what use would have

been made  of it, had the words which he addresses to the Smyrnaeans

(chap. viii.) to strengthen their fidelity to Polycarp, been found in this letter

to the Ro man s, espe cially a s in this letter we first find the use of the phrase

"Cath olic Ch urch" in  patristic  writings . He d efines it  as to be fo und "wh ere

Jesus Christ is," words which certainly do not limit it to communion with a

professed  success or of St. Pete r.
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Original Introductory Notice

The epistles ascribed to Ignatius  have giv en rise to  more controversy than

any other documents connected with the primitive Church. As is evide nt to

every reader on the very first glance at these writings, they contain

numerous statements which bear on points of ecclesiastical order that have

long divided the Christian world; an d a strong  tempta tion has th us been  felt

to allow some amount of prepossession to enter into the discussion of their

authen ticity or spuriousness. At the same time, this question has furnished

a noble field  for the disp lay of learn ing and a cutenes s, and h as, in the

various forms under which it has been debated, given rise to not a few

works of the very highest ability and scholarship. We shall present such an

outline of the con troversy as may e nable th e reader to  understa nd its

position at the present day.

There  are, in all, fifteen Epistles which b ear the n ame o f Ignatius. T hese are

the following : One to  the Virgin M ary, two to  the Ap ostle Joh n, one to  Mary

of Cassobelae, one to the Tarsians, one to the Antiochians,  one to H ero, a

deacon of Antioc h, one to  the Philipp ians; one  to the Ephesians, one to the

Magnesians,  one to the Trallians, one to the Romans, one to the

Philadelphians, one to the Smyrnaeans, and one to Polycarp. The first three

exist only in Latin: all the rest are extant also in Greek.

It is now  the un iversal o pinion  of critics, t hat the  first eight of these

professed ly Ignatian letters are spurious. They bear in themselves

indubitab le proofs of being the production of a later age than that in which

Ignatius lived. Ne ither Euse bius nor Je rome m akes the  least referen ce to

them; and they are now by common consent set aside as forgeries, which

were at various dates, and to serve special purposes, put forth under the

name of the celebrated Bishop of Antioch.

But after the qu estion has been thus sim plified, it still rema ins sufficiently

complex. Of the seven E pistles wh ich are  ackno wledge d by Eu sebius (H ist.

Eccl.,  iii. 36), we possess two G reek recen sions, a sh orter and a  longer. It

is plain that one or other of these exhibits a corrupt text, and scholars have

for the most part  agreed to accept the shorter form as representing the

genuine letters of Ignatius. This was the opinion generally acquiesced in,

from the t ime when critical editions of these Epistles began to be issued,

down to our own day. Criticism, indeed, fluctuated a good deal as to which

Epistles should be accepted and which rejected. Archp. Usher (1644), Isaac

Vossius (1646), J. B. Cotelerius (1672), Dr. T. Smith (I709), and others,

edited the writings ascribed to Ignatius in forms d iffering very co nsiderab ly

as to the order in which they were arranged, and the degree of autho rity
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assigned them, until at length, from about the begin ning of the  eighteen th

century, the seven Greek Epistles, of which a translation is here given, came

to be generally accepted in their shorter form as the genuine writings of

Ignatius.

Before this date, however, there had not been wanting some who refused

to acknowledge the au thenticity of these Epistles in either of the recensions

in which th ey were th en kno wn to ex ist. By far the  most le arned and

elaborate  work maintaining this position was that of Da ille' (or Dallae us),

published in 1666 . This  drew forth in reply the celebrated Vindiciae of

Bishop Pearson, which appeared in 1672. It was generally supposed that

this latter work had established on an immoveable foundation the

genuineness of the shorter form of the Ignatian Epistles; and, as we have

stated above, this was the conclusion almost universally accepted down  to

our own day. The only considerable exception to this concurrence was

presented by Whiston, who laboured to maintain in his  Primitive

Christia nity Revived (1711) the superior claims of the longer recension of

the Epistles, apparently influenced in doing so by the support which he

thought they furnished to the kind of Arianism which he had adopted.

But although the shorter form of the Ignatian letters had been generally

accepted in preference to the longer, there was still a pretty prevalent

opinion among scholars, that even it could not be reg arded a s absolu tely

free from interp olations, o r as of und oubte d auth enticity . Thus  said

Lardne r, in his Credibility of the Gospel History (1743 ): "have ca refully

compared the tw o edit ions, and am very well satisfied, upon that

comparison, that the larger are an interpolation of the smaller, and not the

smaller an epitome or abridgment of the larger.... But whether the smaller

themselves are the ge nuine w ritings of Igna tius, Bishop of Antioch, is a

question that has been much disputed, and has employed the pens of the

ablest critics. And whatever positiveness some may have shown on either

side, I mu st own I h ave fou nd it a very  difficult ques tion."

This  expression of uncertainty was repeated in substance by Jortin  (1751 ),

Mosh eim (1755), Griesbach (1768), Rosenmüller (1795), Neander (1826 ),

and many others; some going so far as to deny that we ha ve an y auth entic

remains of Ignatius at all, while others, though admitting the seven shorter

letters as being probably his, yet strongly suspected that they were not free

from interpolation. Upon the whole, how ever, the shorter recension was,

until  recently, accepted without much opposition,  and c hiefly in

dependence on the work of Bishop Pearson above mentioned, as exhibiting

the genuine form of the Epistles of Ignatius.
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But a totally different aspect was given to the question by the discovery of

a Syriac vers ion of three  of these E pistles am ong the  mss. pro cured from

the mon astery o f St. Ma ry Deip ara, in  the desert of Nitria, in Egypt. In the

years  1838, 1839, and again in 1842, Archdeacon Tattam visited that

monastery, and succeeded in obtaining for the English Governme nt a vast

number of ancient S yriac manuscripts. On these being deposited in the

British Museum, the late Dr. Cureton, who then had charge of the Syriac

departm ent, discovered amon g them , first, the Epistle to  Polycarp, and then

again, the same Epistle, with those to the Ephesians and to  the Ro man s, in

two other volumes of m anuscripts.

As the resu lt of this d iscove ry, Cu reton p ublish ed in  1845 a work, entitled,

The Ancie nt Syria c Versio n of the E pistles o f St. Igna tius to Polycarp, the

Ephesian, and the Romans, etc., in which he argued that these Epistles

represented more  accurately than any formerly published what Ignatius had

actually  written. Th is, of course , opene d up the  controversy afresh. W hile

some accepted the views of Cureton. others very strenuously opposed

them. Among the former was the  late Chev. Bunsen; among the latter, an

anonymous writer in the English Review, and D r. Hefele, in his third edition

of the Apostolic Fathers. In rep ly to tho se wh o had  contro verted  his

arguments, Cureton published his Vindiciae Ignatianae in 184 6, and  his

Corpus Ignat ianum in 1849. He begins  his introduction to the last-named

work with the following sentences: "Exactly three centuries and a half

intervened between  the time when three Epistles in Latin, attributed to  St.

Ignatius, first issued from the press, and the publication in 1845 of three

letters in Syriac bearing the name of the same apostolic writer. Very few

years  passed before the former were alm ost universally regarded as false

and spurious; and it seems not improbable that scarcely a longer pe riod will

elapse before the latter be almost as generally acknowledged and received

as the only tru e and g enuine  letters of the venerable Bishop of Antioch that

have either come dow n to our times, or were ever known in the earliest

ages of th e Christian  Church ."

Had the somewhat sanguine hope thus expressed been realized, it wou ld

have been unnecessary for us to present to the English reader more than a

translation of these three Syriac Epistles. But the Ignatian controversy is not

yet settled. There are still those who hold th at the b alanc e of arg ume nt is in

favour of the sho rter Greek, a s against th ese Syriac  Epistles. They regard

the latter as an epitome of the former, and think the harshness which,

according to them , exists in the s equen ce of thou ghts and  sentenc es, clearly

shows that th is is the case. We have therefore given all the forms of the

Ignatian letters which have the least claim on our attention. The reader may
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judge, by comparison for himself, which of these is to be accepted as

genu ine, su ppos ing him  disposed  to admit the claims of any one of them.

We conte nt ours elves w ith layin g the m ateria ls for judgment before him,

and with ref erring to the ab ove-na med w orks in wh ich we find  the who le

subject discussed.

As to the personal history of Ignatius, almost nothing is known. The

principal source of information regarding him is found in the acco unt of h is

martyrdom, to which the reader is referred . Polyc arp allu des to h im in  his

Epistle  to the Ph ilippians (ch ap. ix.), and  also to his le tters (chap . xiii.).

Irenaeus quotes a  passag e from his Epistle to the Romans (Adv. Haer.,

v.28; Epist. ad Rom., chap. i v.), without, however, naming him. Origen

twice refers to him, fi rst in the preface to his Comm. on the Song of

Solomon, where  he quotes a passage from the Epistle of Ignatius to the

Romans,  and a gain  in his sixth h omily  on St. Luke, where he quotes from

the Epistle to the Ephesians, both times nam ing the  autho r. It is

unnecessary to give later references.

Supposing the letters of Ignatius and the account of his martyrdom to be

authentic, we learn  from the m that h e volunta rily presente d himse lf before

Trajan at Antioch, the seat of his bishopric, when that prince was on his first

expedition against the Parthians and Armenians (a.d. 107); and on

professing himself a  Christian, w as cond emne d to the w ild beasts. A fter a

long and dangerous voyage he came to Smyrna, of which Polycarp was

bishop, and thence wrote his four Epistles to the Ephesians, the

Magnesians,  the Trallians, and the Romans.  From S myrna  he cam e to

Troas, and tarryin g there  a few days, he wrote to the Philadelphians, the

Smyrnaeans,  and Polycarp. He then came on to Neapolis, and passed

through the whole of Macedonia. Finding a ship at Dyrrachium in Epirus

about to sail into  Italy, he embarked, and crossing the Adriatic, was brought

to Rome, where he perished on the 20th of December 107, or, as some

think, who deny a two fold expedition of Trajan against the Parthians, on

the same day of the year a.d. 116.
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The Epistle of

Ignatius to the Ephesians

Ignatius, who is also c alled T heop horus , to the C hurch  which  is at  Ephesus,

in Asia, deserv edly m ost ha ppy, b eing bl essed  in the greatness and fulness

of God the Father, and predestinated before the  beginning of time, th at it

should  be always for an enduring and  unchangeable glory, being united

and elected through the true passion  by the will of the Father, and Jesus

Christ,  our G od: A bund ant  ha ppine ss throu gh Jes us Ch rist, and His

undefiled  grace. 

1.- PRAISE OF THE EPHESIANS

I have become acquainted with your name, much-beloved in God, which

ye have acquired by the habit of righteousness, according to the faith and

love in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Being the followers of God, and stirring up

yourselve s by the b lood of G od, ye ha ve perfec tly accom plished th e work

which was be seemin g to you. F or, on he aring that I  cam e bou nd from  Syria

for the common name and hope, trusting through your prayers to be

permitted to fight with beasts at Rome, that so by martyrdom I may indeed

become the disciple of Him "who gave Himself for us, an offering and

sacrifice to God," [ye hastened to see me]. I rece ived, there fore, your w hole

multitude in the name of G od, through Onesimu s, a man of inexpre ssible

love, and your bishop in the flesh, whom I pray you by Jesus Christ to love,

and that you would all seek to be like him . And blessed be He who has

granted unto you, being worthy, to obtain such an excellent bishop.

2.- CONGRATULATIONS AND ENTREATIES

As to my fellow-serv ant Bu rrhus, you r deacon  in regard to  God and blessed

in all things, I beg that he may continue longer, both for your honour and

that of your bishop. And Crocus  also, wo rthy both  of God and you, whom

I have received as the manifestation of your love, hath in all things

refreshed me, as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ  shall  a lso refresh him;

together with Onesimus, and Burrhus, and Euplus, and Fronto, by means

of whom, I have, as to love, beheld all of you. May I always have joy of

you, if indee d I be w orthy o f it. It is there fore be fitting tha t you sh ould in

every way glorify Jesus Christ, who hath glorified you, that by a unanimous

obedience "ye may be perfectly joined together i n the s ame  mind , and in

the same judgment, and may all speak the same thing concerning the same

thing," and tha t, being subject to the bishop and the presbytery, ye may  in
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all respects be sanctified.

3.- EXHORTATIONS TO UNITY

I do not issue orders to you, as if I were some great person. For though I am

bound for the na me [of C hrist], I am n ot yet perfe ct in Jesus Christ. For

now I begin to be a disciple, and I speak to you as fellow-disciples with me.

For it was nee dful for m e to have  been stirred up by you in faith,

exhortation, patience, and long-suffer ing. But inasmuch as love suffers me

not to be silent in regard to you, I have therefore taken upon m e first to

exhort  you that ye would all run together in accordance with the will of

God. For ev en Jes us Ch rist, our in separ able life , is the [manifested] will of

the Father; as also bishops, settled everywhere to the utmost bounds [of the

earth], are s o by the w ill of Jesus C hrist.

4.- THE SAME CONTINUED

Whe refore it is fitting that ye should ru n togeth er in acco rdance w ith the will

of your bishop, which thing also ye do. For your justly renowned

presbytery, worthy of God, is fitted as exactly to the bishop as the strings

are to the harp. Therefore in your concord and harmonious love, Jesus

Christ is sung. A nd do y e, man by man, become a choir, that being

harmonious in love, and taking up the song of God in unison, ye may with

one voice sing to the Father through Jesus Christ, so that He may both hear

you, and perceive by you r works  that ye  are ind eed th e me mbe rs of His

Son. It is profitable, therefore, that you should live in an unblameable unity,

that thus ye may always enjoy communion with God.

5.- THE PRAISE OF UNITY

For if I in this brief space of time, have enjoyed such fellowship with your

bishop-I  mean  not of a m ere hum an, but of a spiritual nature-how much

more  do I reckon you happy who are so joined to him as the Church is to

Jesus Christ, an d as Jesu s Christ is to  the Father, that so all things may

agree in unity!  Let no man deceive himself: if any one be not within the

altar, he is  deprived of the bread of God. For if the prayer of one or two

possesses such power, how much more that of the bis hop an d the wh ole

Church! He, therefore, that does not assemble with the Church, has even

by this man ifested his p ride, and c ondem ned him self. For it  is written, "God

resisteth the prou d." Let us b e careful, th en, not to  set ourselves in

oppos ition to the b ishop, in o rder that w e may  be subje ct to God . 
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6.- HAVE RESPECT TO THE BISHOP AS TO CHRIST HIMSELF

Now the more any one sees the bishop keeping silence, the more ought he

to revere him. For we ought to receive every one whom the Master of the

house sends to  be over His household, as we would do Him that sent him.

It is manife st, therefore, th at we should look upon the bishop even as we

would upon th e Lord H imself. A nd inde ed On esimus  himself g reatly

commends your g ood o rder in  God, that ye all live according to the truth,

and that no sect has any dwelling-place among you. Nor, indeed, do ye

hearken to any one rather than to Jesus Christ speaking in truth.

7.- BEWARE OF FALSE TEACHERS

For some are in the habit of carrying about the name [of Jesus Christ] in

wicked guile, while yet they practise things unworthy of God, whom ye

must flee as ye would wild beasts. For they are ravening  dogs, wh o bite

secretly, against w hom y e mus t be on yo ur guard , inasmu ch as the y are

men who can scarcely be cured. There is one Physician who is possessed

both of flesh and spirit; both made and not made; God existing in flesh; true

life in death; both of Mary and of God; first possible and then impossible,

even Jesus Christ our Lord.

8.- RENEWED PRAISE OF THE EPHESIANS

Let not then any one deceive you, as indeed ye are not deceived, inasmuch

as ye are w holly dev oted to  God . For sin ce the re is no strife raging among

you which m ight distress yo u, ye are c ertainly living in  accord ance with

God 's will. I am far inferior to you, and require to be sanctified by your

Church of Ephe sus, so ren owned  through out the w orld. The y that are

carnal canno t do those  things wh ich are sp iritual, nor they that are spiritual

the things wh ich are ca rnal; even  as faith ca nnot do  the work s of unbe lief,

nor unbelief the works of faith. But even those things which ye do according

to the flesh  are spiritual; fo r ye do all th ings in Jesu s Christ. 

9.- YE HAVE GIVEN NO HEED TO FALSE TEACHERS

Neverth eless, I hav e heard  of some who have passed on from this to you,

having false doctrine, whom ye did not suffer to sow among you, but

stopped your ears, that ye might not receive those things which were sown

by them, a s being stones of the temple of the Father, prepared for the

building of God the Father, and drawn up on high by the instrument of

Jesus Christ, wh ich is the cro ss, mak ing use o f the Ho ly Spir it as a rope,

while  your faith was the means by which you ascended, and your love the

way which led up to God . Ye, there fore, as we ll as all your fellow-travellers,

are God-bearers, temple-bearers, Christ-bearers, bearers of holiness,
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adorned in all respec ts with the c omm andm ents of Jesus Christ, in whom

also I exult that I h ave bee n thoug ht worthy , by me ans of this E pistle, to

converse and rejoice with you, because with respect to your Christian life

ye love nothing but God only.

10.-  EXHORTATIONS TO PRAYER, HUMILITY, ETC.

And pray ye without ceasing in behalf of other men. For there is in them

hope of repentance that they may attain to God. See, then, that they be

instructed by your works, if in no other way. Be ye meek in re sponse  to

their wrath , hum ble in o ppos ition to their boasting: to their blasphemies

return your p rayers; in  contra st to the ir error, be ye stedfast in the faith; and

for their cruelty, manifest your gentleness. While we take care not to imitate

their conduct, let us be found their brethren in all true kindness; and let us

seek to be followers o f the Lord (w ho ever m ore unju stly treated, m ore

destitute, more  cond emn ed?), th at so n o plan t of the d evil m ay be f ound  in

you, but ye m ay rem ain in all h oliness and sob riety in Jesus  Christ, both

with respe ct to the flesh  and sp irit. 

11.-  AN EXHORTATION TO FEAR GOD, ETC.

The last times are com e upon  us. Let us  therefore b e of a reve rent spirit,

and fear the long-suffering of God, that it tend not to our condemnation.

For let us either stand in awe of the wrath  to come, or show regard for the

grace which is at present displayed-one of two things. Only [in one way or

anothe r] let us be found in Christ Jesus unto the true li fe.  Apart from Him,

let nothing attract you, for whom I bear about these bonds, these spiritual

jewels, by which may I arise  through your prayers, of which I entreat I may

always be a partaker, that I may be found in the lot of the Christians of

Ephesus, who have always been of the same mind with the apostles

through  the pow er of Jesus  Christ.

12.-  PRAISE OF THE EPHESIANS

I know both who I am, and to whom I write. I a m a condemned m an, ye

have been the objects of mercy; I am subject to danger, ye are established

in safety. Ye are the persons through whom  those pass tha t are cut off for

the sake of G od. Ye a re initiated into  the mysteries of the G ospel w ith Paul,

the holy, the martyred, the deservedly most happy, at whose feet may I be

found, when I shall attain to God; who in all his Epistles makes mention of

you in Christ Jesus.
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13.-  EXHORTATION TO MEET TOGETHER

FREQUENTLY FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

Take heed, then, often to come together to give thanks to God, and show

forth His praise . For whe n ye asse mble freq uently in the same place, the

powers of Satan are destroyed, and the destruction at which he aims is

prevented by the un ity of your faith. Nothing is more precious than peace,

by which all war, both in heaven and earth, is brought to an end.

14.-  EXHORTATIONS TO FAITH AND LOVE

None of these things is hid from you, if ye perfectly  possess that faith and

love towards Christ Jesus which are the beginning and the end of life. For

the beginning is faith, and the end is love. Now these two, being

insepara bly conne cted toge ther, are of G od, while  all other things which a re

requisite  for a holy l ife fol low after them. No man [truly] making a

profession of faith sinneth; nor does he that possesses love hate any one.

The tree is made manifest by its fruit; so those that profess themselves to be

Christians shall be re cognised by their conduct. For there is not now a

demand for mere  profession, but that a man be found continuing in the

power of faith to the end.

15.-  EXHORTATION TO CONFESS

CHRIST BY SILENCE AS WELL AS  SPEECH

It is better for a man to be silent and be [a Christian], than to talk and not

to be one. It is good  to teac h, if he who speaks also acts. There is then one

Teach er, who spake and it was done; while e ven th ose th ings w hich H e did

in silence are worthy of the Father. He who possesses the word of Jesus,  is

truly able to hear even His very si lence, that he may be perfect,  and may

both act as he  speaks , and be recognised by his silence. There is nothing

which is hid from G od, but o ur very secrets are near to Him. Let us

therefore  do all things as those who have H im dwelling in us, that we may

be His temples, and He may be in us as our God, which indeed He is, and

will man ifest Him self before o ur faces. W herefore w e justly love  Him. 

16.-  THE FATE OF FALSE TEACHERS

Do not err, my brethren. Those that corrupt families shall not inherit the

kingdom of God . If, then, those who do this as respects the flesh have

suffered death, how much more shall this be the case with any one who

corrupts by wicked doctrine the faith of God, for which Jesus Christ was

crucified! Such an one becoming defiled [in this way], shall go away into

everlasting f ire, and so shal l every one that hearkens unto him.
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17.-  BEWARE OF FALSE DOCTRINES

For this end did the Lord suffer the ointment to be poured upon His head,

that He m ight breath e imm ortality into  His Church. Be not ye an ointed w ith

the bad od our of the  doctrine o f the prince  of this world ; let him not lead

you away captive from the life which is set before you. And why are we not

all prudent, since we have received the knowledge of God, which  is Jesus

Christ?  Why d o we foo lishly perish, n ot recogn ising the gift w hich the L ord

has of a truth sent to us?

18.-  THE GLORY OF THE CROSS

Let my spirit be counted as nothing for the sake of the cross, which is a

stumbling-block to those that do not believe, but to us s alvation a nd life

eternal.  "Whe re is the wise man? where the disputer?" Where is the boasting

of those who are styled prudent? For our God, Jesus Christ, was, according

to the appointment of God, conceived in the womb by Mary, of the seed of

David, but by the  Holy  Ghost.  He was b orn an d bap tized, th at by H is

passion  He m ight purify th e water.

19.-  THREE CELEBRATED MYSTERIES

Now the virginity of Mary was hidden from the prince of this world, as was

also her offs pring, a nd the  death  of the L ord; thre e my steries of renown,

which were wrought in silence by God. How, th en, was  He m anifested  to

the world? A star shone forth in heaven above a ll the other stars, the light

of which was inexpressible, while  its novelty stru ck me n with as tonishm ent.

And all the rest of the stars, with the sun and moon, forme d a ch orus to  this

star, and its light was exceedingly great above them all. And there was

agitation felt as to whence this new spectacle came, so unlike to everything

else [in the hea vens].  Hence every kind  of mag ic was de stroyed, a nd every

bond of wickedness disappeared; ignorance was removed, and the old

kingdom abolished, God Himself being manifested in hum an form  for the

renewal of eternal life .  And now that took a beginning which had been

prepare d by Go d. Hen ceforth all th ings were  in a state  of tumult, because

He meditated the abolition of death.

20.-  PROMISE OF ANOTHER LETTER

If Jesus C hrist shall  graciously permit me through your prayers, and if it be

His will, I shall, in a second little work which I will write to you, make further

manifest to you [the nature  of] the disp ensation  of which  I have be gun [to

treat], with respect to the new man, Jesus Christ, in His faith and in His

love, in His suffe ring and in  His resurre ction. Esp ecially [will  I do this] if the
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Lord make known to me that ye come together man by man in common

through grace, individually, in one faith, and in Jesus Christ, who was of the

seed of David according to the flesh, being both the Son of man and the

Son of God, so that ye obey the bishop and the presbytery with an

undivided mind, breaking one and the same bread, which is the medicine

of immortality, and the antidote to prevent us from dying, but [which

causes ] that we s hould live  for ever in Je sus Ch rist.

21.-  CONCLUSION

My soul be for yours and theirs whom, for the honour of God, ye have sent

to Smyrna; whence also I write to you, giving thanks unto the Lord, and

loving Polycarp even as I do you. Rem ember me, as Jesu s Christ also

remembered you. Pray ye for the Church which is in Syria, whence I am led

bound to Rome, being the last of th e faithful w ho are  there, even as I have

been thought worthy to be chosen to show forth the honour of God.

Farewe ll in God th e Fathe r, and in Je sus Ch rist, our com mon h ope. 
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The Epistle of
Ignatius to the Magnesians

Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to the [Church] blessed in the

grace of God  the Fath er, in Jesus  Christ ou r Saviour,  in whom I salute the

Church which is at Magnesia, near the Moeander, and wish it  abundance

of happ iness in G od the fa ther, and  in Jesus C hrist.

1.- REASON OF WRITING THE EPISTLE

Having been informed of your godly1 love, so well-ordered, I rejoiced

greatly, and determined to commune with you in the faith of Jesus Christ.

For as one w ho has  been th ought w orthy of the  most h onoura ble of all

names,  in those bonds which I bear about, I commend the Churches, in

which I pray for a union both of the flesh and spirit of Jesus Christ, the

constant source of our life, and of faith and love, to which nothing is to be

preferred, but esp ecially  of Jesu s and  the Fa ther, in  whom , if we end ure all

the assaults of the prince of this world, and escape them, we shall enjoy

God.

 2.- I REJOICE IN YOUR MESSENGERS

Since, then, I  have had the privilege of seeing you, through Damas your

most worthy bishop, and through your worthy presbyters Bassus and

Apollonius, and through my fellow-servant the dea con Sotio, whose

friends hip may I ever enjoy, inasmuch as he is subject to the bishop as to

the grace of God, and to the presbytery as to the law of Jesus Christ, [I now

write to you ].

3.- HONOUR YOUR YOUTHFUL BISHOP

Now it becomes you also not to treat your bishop too familiarly on account

of his youth, but to yield him all reverence, having respect to the power of

God the Father, as I have known even holy presbyters do, not judging

rashly, from the manifest youthful appearance [of their bishop], but as

being themselves prudent in God, s ubmitting  to him, or rather not to him,

but to the Fath er of Jesus Christ, the bishop of us all. It is therefore fitting

that you sh ould, a fter no h ypoc ritical fas hion, o bey [yo ur bisho p], in

honour of Him who h as wired us [so to do], since he that does not so

deceives not [by such conduct] the bishop that is visible, but seeks to mock

Him  that is invisible. And all such conduct has reference not to man, but to

God, who kno ws all secrets.
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4.- SOME W ICKEDLY ACT INDEPENDENTLY OF THE BISHOP

It is fitting, then, n ot only to b e called C hristians, bu t to be so in reality: as

some indeed g ive one th e title of bishop, but do all things without him. Now

such persons seem to me to be not poss essed of a  good conscience, seeing

they are not stedfastly gathered together accordin g to the co mm andm ent.

5.- DEATH IS THE FATE OF ALL SUCH

Seeing, then, all things have an end, the se two th ings are  simultaneously set

before  us-death  and life; and every one shall go unto his own place. For as

there are two kinds of coins, the one of G od, the other of the world, and

each of these h as its specia l characte r stamp ed upo n it, [so is it also h ere.]

The unbelieving are of this world; but the believing have, in love, the

character of God the Father by Jesus Christ, by whom , if we are  not in

readiness to die into His passion, His life is not in us.

6.- PRESERVE HARMONY

Since therefore I have, in the persons before mentioned, beheld the whole

multitude of you in fa ith and lov e, I exhort  you to stu dy to do a ll things with

a divine harmony, while your bishop presides in the place of God, and your

presbyters  in the place of the assembly of the apostles, along with your

deacons, who are most dear to me, and are entrusted with the ministry of

Jesus Christ,  who was with the Father before the beginn ing of tim e, and  in

the end was revealed. Do ye all then, imitating the same divine conduct,

pay respect to one another, and let no one look upon his neighbour after

the flesh, but do ye co ntinually lo ve each  other in Je sus Ch rist. Let nothing

exist among you that may divide you ; but be ye united with your bishop,

and those that preside over you, as a type and evidence of your

immortality.

7.- DO NOTHING W ITHOUT THE BISHOP AND PRESBYTERS

As therefore the Lord did nothing without the Father, being united to Him,

neither by Himself nor by the apostles, so neither do ye anything without

the bishop and presbyters. Neither endeavour that anything appear

reasona ble and proper to yourse lves apa rt; but being  come  together in to

the same pla ce, let there be one prayer, one supplication, one mind, one

hope, in love  and in  joy un defiled. There is one Jesus Christ, than whom

nothing is more e xcellent. Do ye therefore all run together as into one

temple  of God, as to one altar, as to one Jesus C hrist, who came forth from

one Father, and is with and has gone to one.

8.- CAUTION AGAINST FALSE DOCTRINES
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Be not deceived with s trange do ctrines, nor w ith old fable s, which a re

unprofitable. For if we still live according to the Jewish law, we

acknowledge that we have not received grace. For the divinest prophets

lived according to Christ Jesus. On this account also they were persecuted,

being inspired by  His grace to fully co nvinc e the u nbelie ving th at there  is

one God, who has manifested Himself by Jesus Christ His Son, who is His

eternal Word, not proceeding forth from silence, and who in all things

pleased Him that sent Him.

9.- LET US LIVE WITH CHRIST

If, therefore, those who were brought up in the ancient order of things have

come to the possession of a new hope, no longer observing the Sabbath,

but living in  the observance of the Lord's Day, on which also our life has

sprung up again by Him and by His death-whom some deny, by which

mystery  we hav e obtaine d faith, and therefore endure, that we may be

found the disciple s of Jesus  Christ,  our only M aster-how  shall  we be a ble to

live apart fro m Him , whose  disciples th e proph ets them selves  in the S pirit

did wait for Him as their Tea cher? A nd there fore He w hom th ey rightly

waited for, being come, raised them from the dead.

10.-  BEWARE OF JUDAIZING

Let us not, therefore, be insensible  to His kind ness. Fo r were H e to rewa rd

us according to our works, we should cease to be. Therefore, having

become His disciples, let us learn to live according to the principles of

Christianity. For whosoever is called by any other name besides this,  is not

of God. L ay aside , therefore, th e evil, the old, the sour leaven, and be ye

changed into the  new le aven , which  is Jesu s Chris t. Be ye salted in Him,

lest any one am ong you  should  be corrup ted, since b y your sa vour ye sh all

be convicted. It is absurd to profess Christ Jesus, and to Judaize. For

Christianity  did not embrace Judaism, but Judaism Christianity, that so

every ton gue wh ich believe th migh t be gathe red togeth er to God . 

11.-  I WRITE THESE THINGS TO WARN YOU

These things [I address to you], my beloved, not that I know a ny of you  to

be in such a state; but, as less than any of you, I desire to guard you

beforehand, that ye fall n ot upon  the hoo ks of vain d octrine, bu t that ye

attain  to full assurance in regard to the birth, and passion, and resurrection

which took place in the time of the governm ent of Po ntius Pilate , being truly

and certainly accomplished by Jesus Ch rist, who is our hope, from which

may no one of you ever be turned aside.
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12.-  YE ARE SUPERIOR TO ME

May I enjoy you in all respects, if indeed I be worthy! For though I am

bound, I am no t worthy to  be com pared to  any of yo u that are  at liberty. I

know that ye are not puffed up, for ye have Jesus Christ in yourselves. And

all the more when I commend you, I know that ye cherish modesty of spirit;

as it is written, "T he righteo us ma n is his ow n accu ser."

13.-  BE ESTABLISHED IN FAITH AND UNITY

Study, therefore, to be established in the doctrines of the Lord and the

apostles, that so all  things,  what soeve r ye do , may  prosp er both  in the flesh

and spirit; in faith and love; in the Son, and in the Father, a nd in the  Spirit;

in the beginning and in the end; with your most admirable bishop, and the

well-compacted spiritual crown of your presbytery, and the deacons who

are accordin g to God. Be ye subject to the bishop, and to one another, as

Jesus Christ to the Father, according to the flesh, and the apo stles to Ch rist,

and to the Father, and to the Spirit; that so there may be a union  both

fleshly an d spiritual.

14.-  YOUR PRAYERS REQUESTED

Knowing as I do that ye  are full  of God, I have but briefly exhorted you. Be

mindful of me in your prayers, that I may attain to God; and of the Church

which is in Syria, whence I am not worthy to derive my name: for I stand

in need of your united prayer in God, and your love, that the Church which

is in Syria may be "deemed worthy of being refreshed by your Church.

15.-  SALUTATIONS

The Ephesians from Smyrn a (when ce I also w rite to you), who are here for

the glory of God, a s ye also a re, who h ave in all  things refresh ed me , salute

you, along w ith Polyca rp, the bishop of the Smyrnaeans. The rest of the

Churches, in honour of Jesus Christ, also salute you. Fare ye well in the

harmony of God, ye who have obtained the inseparable Spirit, who is Jesus

Christ.
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The Epistle of
Ignatius to the Trallians

Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to the holy Church which is at

Tralles, in Asia, beloved of God, the Father of Jesus C hrist, elect, and

worthy of God, possessing peace through the flesh, and blood, and passion

of Jesus C hrist, who is o ur hope , through our rising again to Him, which

also I salute in its fulness, and in the apostolical character, and wish

abundance of ha ppiness.

1.- ACKNOWLEDGM ENT OF THEIR EXCELLENCE

I know that ye  posse ss an u nblam eable  and s incere  mind  in patience, and

that not only in present practice, but according to inherent nature, as

Polybius your bishop has shown me, who has come to Smyrna by the will

of God and Jesus Christ, and so sympathized in the joy which I, who am

bound in Christ Jesus, possess, that I beh eld your w hole multi tude in him.

Having therefore received through him the testimony of your good-will,

according to God , I gloried to find  you, as I k new yo u were, th e followe rs

of God.

2.- BE SUBJECT TO THE BISHOP, ETC.

For, since ye are subject to the bishop as to Jesus Christ , ye appear to me

to live not after the manner of men, but according to Jesus Christ, who died

for us, in  order, by believin g in His  death , ye m ay esc ape fro m de ath. It is

therefore  necessa ry that, as y e indeed  do, so w ithout the b ishop ye  should

do nothing, but should also be subje ct to the pre sbytery, as  to the ap ostle

of Jesus Christ, who is our hope, in whom, if we live, we shall [at last] be

found. It is fitting also that the deacons, as being [the ministers] of the

mysteries of Jesus Christ, should in every respect be pleasing to all. For they

are not ministers of meat and drink, but servants of the Church of God.

They are bou nd, there fore, to avoid all grounds of accusation [against

them], as they would do fire.

3.- HONOUR THE DEACONS, ETC.

In like manner, let all reverence the deacons as an appointment of Jesus

Christ,  and the bishop as Jesus Christ, who is the Son of the Father, and the

presbyters  as the sa nhedrim  of God , and as sembly  of the ap ostles. Ap art

from these, there is no Church. Concerning all this, I am persuaded that ye

are of the same opinion. For I have received the manifestation of your love,

and still ha ve it with m e, in your b ishop, w hose ve ry appe aranc e is highly
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instructive, and his meekness of itself a power; whom I imagine even the

ungod ly must reverence, seeing they are also pleased that I do not spare

myself.  But shall I, when permitted to write on this point, reach such a

height of self-esteem, that though being a condemned man, I should issue

commands to you as if I were an apostle?

4.- I HAVE NEED OF HUMILITY

I have gre at knowledge in God, but I restrain myself, lest, I should perish

through boasting. For now it is needful for me to be the more fearful; and

not give heed  to those th at puff m e up. Fo r they that speak to me [in the

way of commendation] scourge me. For I do ind eed des ire to suffer, bu t I

know not if  I be worth y to do so. For this longing, though it is not manifest

to many, all the more vehemently assails me. I therefore have need of

meek ness, by w hich the p rince of this w orld is broug ht to nou ght.

5.- I W ILL NOT TEACH YOU PROFOUND DOCTRINES

Am I not able to write to you of heavenly things? But I fear to do so, lest I

should  inflict injury on you who are but babes [in Christ]. Pardon me in  this

respect,  lest, as not being able to receive [such doctrines], ye should be

strangled by them. For even I, though I am bound [for Christ], yet am not

on that a ccoun t able to  understand heavenly things, and the places of the

angels, and their gatherings under their respective princes, things visible  and

invisible. Withou t reference  to such a bstruse su bjects, I  am still but a learner

[in other resp ects]; for m any th ings are wanting to us, that we come not

short of God.

6.- ABSTAIN FROM THE POISON OF HERETICS

I therefore, yet not I, but the love of Jesus Christ, entreat you that ye use

Christian nourishment only, and abstain from herbage of a different kind;

I mean heresy. For those [that are given to this] mix up Jesus Christ with

their own poison, speaking things which are unworthy of credit, like those

who administer a deadly drug in sweet wine, which he who is ignorant of

does greedily take, with a fatal pleasure leading to his own death.

7.- THE SAME CONTINUED

Be on you r guard, the refore, aga inst such p ersons. A nd this w ill be the case

with you if you are not puffed up, and continue in intimate union with Jesus

Christ our God, and the bishop, and the enactments of the apostles. He that

is within t he alta r is pure, but he that is without is not pure; that is, he who

does anything apart from the bishop, and presbytery, and deacons, such a

man is n ot pure in h is conscien ce. 
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8.- BE ON YOUR GUARD

AGAINST THE SNARES OF THE DEVIL

Not that I know there is anything of this kind among you; but I put you on

your guard, inasmuch as I love you greatly, and foresee the snares of the

devil. Whe refore, c lothing  yourse lves w ith me ekne ss, be y e rene wed in

faith, that is the fles h of the L ord, and  in love, that is the blood of Jesus

Christ.  Let no o ne of you cherish any grudge against his neighbour. Give

no occasion  to the Gentiles, lest by means of a few foolish men th e whole

multitude [of thos e that b elieve] in  God b e evil spok en of.  For, "W oe to h im

by who se vanity m y nam e is blasph emed  amon g any."

9.- REFERENCE TO THE HISTORY OF CHRIST

Stop your ears, therefore, w hen an y one sp eaks to y ou at va riance w ith

Jesus Christ, who was descended from David, and was also of Mary; who

was truly born, and did eat and drink. He was truly persecuted under

Pontius Pilate; He was truly crucified, and [truly] died, in the sight of beings

in heaven, and on ea rth, and under the earth. He was also  truly raised from

the dead, His Father quickening Him, even as after the sa me m anne r His

Father will so raise u p us wh o believe in  Him b y Christ Je sus, apa rt from

whom we do not possess the true life.

10.-  THE REALITY OF CHRIST'S PASSION

But if, as some that are without God, that is, the unbelieving, say, that He

only seemed to suffer (they themselves only seeming to exist), then why am

I in bonds? Why do I long to be exposed to the wild beasts? Do I therefore

die in vain? Am I not then guilty of falsehood against [the cross of] the

Lord?

11.-  AVOID THE DEADLY ERRORS OF THE DOCETAE

Flee, therefore, those evil offshoots [of Satan], whic h produce

death-bearing fruit, whereo f if any one  tastes, he instantly dies. For these

men are not the planting of the Fa ther. For if the y were, th ey wou ld appear

as branches of the cross, and their fruit would be incorruptible. By it  He

calls you through His passion, as being His members. The head, therefore,

cannot be born by itself, without its members; God, who is [the Saviour]

Himself, having promised their union.

12.-  CONTINUE IN UNITY AND LOVE

I salute you  from Sm yrna, toge ther with th e Chu rches of G od wh ich are

with me, w ho hav e refreshed  me in a ll things,  both in  the flesh and in the

spirit. My bonds, which I carry about with me for the sake of Jesus Ch rist
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(praying that I ma y attain to G od), exho rt you. Co ntinue in h armony

among yourselves, and in prayer with one another; for it becom es every

one of you, and especially the presbyters, to refresh the bishop, to the

hono ur of the  Fathe r, of Jesu s Chris t, and o f the ap ostles. I e ntreat y ou in

love to hear me, that I may no t, by having written, be a testimony against

you. And do ye also pray for me, who have n eed of yo ur love, alo ng with

the mercy of God, that I may be worthy of the lot for which I am destined,

and that I may not be found reprobate.

13.-  CONCLUSION

The love of the Smymaeans and Ephesians salutes you. Remember in your

prayers  the Church which is in Syria, fro m wh ich also I a m not w orthy to

receive my appellation, being the last of them. F are ye w ell in Jesus  Christ,

while  ye continue subject to the bishop, as to the command [of God], and

in like manner to the presbytery. And do ye, every man, love one another

with an undivided heart. Let my spirit be sanctified by yours, not only now,

but also when I shall attain to God. For I am as yet exposed to dang er. But

the Father is faithful in Jesus Christ to fulfil both mine and your petitions:

in whom may ye be found unblameable.
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The Epistle of
Ignatius to the Romans

Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to the Church which has obtained

mercy, through the majesty of the Most High Father, and Jesus  Christ, H is

only-begotten Son; the  Church  which is b eloved a nd enligh tened by  the will

of Him th at willeth a ll things wh ich are  according to the love of Jesus Christ

our God, which also presides in the place of the report of the Romans,

worthy of God, worthy of honour, worthy of the highest happiness, worthy

of praise, worthy of obtaining her every desire, worthy of being deemed

holy, and which presides over love, is  named from Christ, and from the

Father,  which I also salute in the name of Jesu s Christ, the Son of the

Father:  to those who are united, both  accordin g to the flesh  and sp irit, to

every one of His comm andments;  who are filled inseparably with the grace

of God, a nd are p urified from every strange taint, [I wish] abundance of

happiness unblameably, in Jesus Christ our God.

1.- AS A PRISONER, I HOPE TO SEE YOU

Through prayer to God I have obtained the privilege of seeing your most

worthy faces, and have even been granted more than I requested; fo r I

hope as a prisoner in Christ Jesus to salute you, if indeed it be the will of

God that I be th ought w orthy of atta ining unto  the end. For the beginning

has been w ell ordered , if I may ob tain grace  to cling to my lot without

hindrance unto the end. For I am afraid of your love, lest  it  should do me

an injury. For it is easy for you to accomplish wh at you  pleas e; but it is

difficult for me to attain to God, if ye spare me.

2.- DO NOT SAVE ME FROM MARTYRDOM

For it is not my desire to act towards you as a man-pleaser, but as pleasing

God, even a s also y e plea se Him . For neither shall I ever have such

[anothe r] opportunity of attaining to God; nor will ye, if ye shall now be

silent, ever be entitled to the honou r of a better work. For if ye are silent

concerning me, I sha ll become God's; but if you show your love to my flesh,

I shall again have to run my race. Pray, then, do not seek to confer any

greater favour upon me than that I be sacrificed to  God  while th e altar is

still prepare d; that, being ga thered tog ether in lov e, ye m ay sing p raise to

the Father, through Christ Jesus, that God has deemed me, the bishop of

Syria, worthy to  be sent fo r from the  east unto  the west. It is good to set

from the world unto God, that I may rise again to Him.
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3.- PRAY RATHER THAT I MAY ATTAIN TO MARTYRDOM

Ye have never envied any one; ye have taught others. Now I desire that

those things may be confirmed [by your conduct], which in your

instructions ye enjoin [on others]. Only request in  my be half both  inward

and outwa rd strength, that I may not only speak, but [truly] will; and that

I may n ot mere ly be called  a Christian , but really  be found to be one. For

if I be truly fou nd [a C hristian], I may also be called one, and be then

deemed faithful, when I shall no longer ap pear to th e world. N othing visib le

is eternal. "For the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which

are not seen are eternal." For our God, Jesus Christ, now that He is with the

Fathe r, is all the more revealed [in His glory]. Christianity is not a thing of

silence on ly, but also  of [man ifest] greatne ss. 

4.- ALLOW ME TO FALL A PREY TO THE W ILD BEASTS

I write to the Churches, and impress on them all, that I shall willingly die for

God, unless ye hinder me. I beseech  of you n ot to show  an uns easona ble

good-will towards me. Suffer me to beco me food for the wild beasts,

throug h who se instru men tality it  will be granted me to attain to God. I am

the wheat of God, and let me be ground by the teeth of the wild beasts, that

I may be found the pure bread of Christ. Rather entice the wild beasts, that

they may become my tomb, and may leave nothing of my body; so that

when I have fallen asleep [in death], I may be no trouble to any one. Then

shall  I truly be a disciple o f Christ,  when the world shall not see so much as

my body. Entreat Christ  for me, that by these instruments I may be found

a sacrifice [to God]. I do not, as Peter and Paul, issu e com mand ments  unto

you. They were apostles; I am bu t a cond emne d man : they we re free, wh ile

I am, e ven u ntil now, a servant. But when I suffer, I shall be the freed-man

of Jesus, and shall rise again emancipated in Him. And now, being a

prisoner, I learn not to desire anything worldly or vain.

5.- I DESIRE TO DIE

From Syria even  unto Rome  I fight with  beasts, bo th by land  and sea , both

by night and day, being bound to ten leopards, I mean a band  of soldiers,

who, even when they receive benefits, show themselves all the worse. But

I am the mo re instructed by their injuries [to act as a disciple of Christ]; "yet

am I not thereby justified." May I enjoy the wild beasts that are prepared for

me; and I pray they may b e found  eager to ru sh upo n me, w hich also  I will

entice to d evour m e speed ily, and no t deal with  me as with some, whom,

out of fear, they  have n ot touch ed. But if th ey be un willing to as sail me, I

will comp el them  to do so. P ardon m e [in this]: I kno w wha t is for my
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benefit.  Now I begin to be a disciple. And let no one, of things visible or

invisible, envy m e that I  should  attain to Jesus Christ. Let fire and the cross;

let the crowds of wild beasts; let tearings, breakings, and dislocations of

bones; let cutting o ff of members; let shatterings of the whole body; and let

all the drea dful torm ents of the devil co me up on me : only let m e attain to

Jesus C hrist.

6.- BY DEATH I SHALL ATTAIN TRUE LIFE

All the plea sures of the  world, an d all the kin gdom s of this  earth, s hall pro fit

me nothin g. It is bet ter for m e to die  in behalf o f Jesus C hrist, than to  reign

over all the ends of the ea rth. "Fo r wha t shall a  man  be pro fited, if he  gain

the whole  world, but lose his own soul?" Him I seek, who d ied for u s: Him

I desire, who rose again for our sake. This is the gain which is laid up for

me. Pardon me, brethren: do not hinder me from living, do no t wish to

keep me in a state of death; and while I de sire to belon g to God, do not ye

give me o ver to th e world . Suffer m e to ob tain pure light: when I have gone

thither, I shall indeed be a man  of Go d. Perm it me to be an imitator of the

passion of my God. If any one has Him within himself, l et him consider

what I desire, and let him have sympathy with me, as knowing how I am

straitened.

7.- REASON OF DESIRING TO DIE

The prince of th is world w ould fain  carry me  away, a nd corru pt my

disposition towards  God. L et none  of you, th erefore, wh o are [in  Rome]

help him; rather be ye on my side, that is, on the side of God. Do not speak

of Jesus Christ, and yet set your desires on the world. Let not envy find a

dwelling-place among you; nor even should I, when present with you,

exhort  you to it, be ye persuaded to listen to me, b ut rather give  credit to

those things wh ich I now  write to you . For thou gh I am  alive wh ile I write

to you, yet I a m eag er to die. My  love has been crucified, and there is no

fire in me desiring to be fed; but there is within me a water that liveth and

speake th, saying  to me in wardl y, Com e to the  Fathe r. I have  no de light in

corruptible  food, nor in the pleasures of this life. I desire the bread of God,

the heavenly bread, the bread of life, which is the flesh of Jesus Christ, the

Son of God, who became afterwards of the seed of David and Abraham;

and I desire the drin k of G od, na mely  His blood, which is incorruptible love

and eternal life.

8.- BE YE FAVOURABLE TO ME

I no long er wish to live after the manner of men, and my desire shall be

fulfilled if ye consent. Be ye willing, then, that ye also may have your
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desires fulfilled. I entreat you in this brief letter; do ye give credit to me.

Jesus Christ will reveal these things to you, [so that ye shall kn ow] that I

speak truly. He is the mouth altogether free from falsehood, by which the

Father has truly  spoken . Pray ye fo r me, tha t I may attain [ the object of my

desire].  I have not written to you accordin g to the flesh , but acco rding to  the

will of God. If I shall suffer, ye have wished [well] to me; but if I am

rejected, ye have hated me.

9.- PRAY FOR THE CHURCH IN SYRIA

Remember in your prayers the Church in Syria, which n ow ha s God fo r its

shepherd, instead o f me. Jes us Christ a lone will o versee it, an d your lo ve

[will also regard it]. But as for me, I am ashamed to be counted one of

them; for indeed I am not worthy, as being the very last of them, and one

born out of du e time. B ut I have  obtained  mercy to  be som ebody, if I  shall

attain  to God. My spirit salutes you, and the love of the Churches that have

received me in the name of Jesus Christ, and not as a mere passer-by. For

even those Churches which were not near to me in the way, I mean

accordin g to the flesh , have go ne before  me, city b y city, [to m eet me .]

10.-  CONCLUSION

Now I write these thin gs to you  from Sm yrna by th e Ephe sians, wh o are

deserved ly most happy. There is also with me, along with m any others,

Crocus, one de arly beloved by me. As to those who have gone before me

from Syria to  Rome  for the glory  of God, I believe that you are acquainted

with them; to  whom, [then, ] do ye make known that I am at hand. For they

are all worthy , both of G od and  of you; a nd it is beco ming th at you sh ould

refresh them in all things. I h ave written  these thin gs unto  you, on the day

before  the ninth  of the Kalends of Sep tembe r (that is, on th e twenty -third

day of August). Fare ye well to the end, in the patience of Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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The Epistle of
Ignatius to the Philadelphians

Ignatius, who is also called Theop horus, to  the Ch urch of G od the  F ather,

and our Lord Jesus Christ, which is at Philadelphia, in Asia, which has

obtained mercy, a nd is estab lished in the ha rmony  of God , and rejo iceth

uncea singly in the pa ssion of ou r Lord, an d is filled with a ll mercy through

his resurrec tion; w hich I sa lute in  the blood of Jesus Christ, who is our

eternal and enduring joy, especially if [men] are in unity with the bishop,

the presbyters, and the deacons, who have been appointed according to the

mind of Jesus Christ, whom He has established in security, after His own

will, and b y His H oly Spirit.

1.- PRAISE OF THE BISHOP

Which bishop, I  know, o btained th e ministry w hich perta ins to the common

[weal],  not of himself, neither by men, nor through vainglory, but by the

love of God the Father, and the Lo rd Jesus Christ; at whose meekness  I am

struck with admiration, and who by his silence is able to ac comp lish more

than those w ho vainly  talk. Fo r he is in  harmo ny with th e com mand ments

[of God], ev en as the  harp is w ith its strings. W herefore  my soul d eclare s his

mind towards God a happy one, knowing it to be virtuous and perfect, and

that his stability as well as freedom from all ang er is after the example of the

infinite meekness of the living God.

2.- MAINTAIN UNION WITH THE BISHOP

Wherefore, as children of light and truth, flee from division and wicked

doctrines; but where the shepherd is, there do ye as sheep follow. For there

are many wolves that ap pear wo rthy of cred it, who, by  mean s of a

pernicious pleasure, carry captive those that are running towards God; but

in your unity they shall have no place.

3.- AVOID SCHISMATICS

Keep yourselves from those evil plants which Jesus Christ does not tend,

because they are  not the planting of the Father. Not that I have found any

division among you, but exceeding purity. For as many as are of God and

of Jesus Christ are also with the bishop. And as many as shall, in the

exercise of repen tance, retu rn into the unity of the Church , these, too , shall

belong to God, that they may live according to Jesus Christ. Do not err,  my

brethren. If any man follows him tha t makes a schism in the Church, he

shall  not inherit the kingdom of God. If any one w alks according to a
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strange o pinion, h e agrees n ot with the  passion  [of Christ].

4.- HAVE BUT ONE EUCHARIST, ETC.

Take ye heed , then, to h ave but o ne Euc harist. For th ere is one flesh of our

Lord Jesus Christ, and one cup to [show forth] the unity of His blood; one

altar; as there is one bishop, along with the presbytery and deacons, my

fellow-servants: that so, whatsoever ye do, ye may do it according to [the

will of] God.

5.- PRAY FOR ME

My brethren, I am greatly enlarged in loving you; and rejoicing ex ceeding ly

[over you], I s eek to  secure  your sa fety. Y et it is not I, but Jesus Christ, for

whose sake being bound I fear the more, inasmuch as I am not yet perfect.

But your prayer to God shall make me perfect, that I may attain to that

portion which through mercy has been allotted me, while I flee to the

Gospe l as to the flesh of Jesus, and to the apostles as to the presbytery of

the Church. And let us also love the prophets, because they too have

proclaimed the Gospel, and placed their hope in Him, and waited for Him;

in whom also believing, they were saved, through union to Jesus Christ,

being holy men, worthy of love and admiration, having had witness  borne

to them by Jesus Christ, and being reckoned along with [us] in the Gospel

of the common hope.

6.- DO NOT ACCEPT JUDAISM

But if any o ne pre ach th e Jew ish law  unto y ou, liste n not to  him. F or it is

better to hearken to Christian doctrine from a man who has been

circumcised, than to Judaism from one uncircumcised. But if either of such

persons do not speak concerning Jesus Christ, they are in my judgment but

as monuments and sepulchres of the dead, upon which are written only the

names of men. Flee therefore the wicked devices and snares of the prince

of this world, lest at any time being conquered by his artifices, ye grow weak

in your love. But be ye all joined together with an undivided heart. And I

thank my God that I have a good conscience in respect to you, and that no

one has it in his p ower to b oast, eithe r privately or p ublicly, that I have

burdened any one either in much or in little. And I wish for all among

whom I have spoken, that they may not possess that for a testimony against

them.

7.- I HAVE EXHORTED YOU TO UNITY

For though some would have deceived me according to the flesh, yet the

Spirit, as being fro m Go d, is not de ceived. F or it know s both  whence it
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comes and whither it goes, and detects the secrets [of the heart]. For, when

I was among you, I cried, I spoke with a loud voice: G ive heed to the

bishop, and to the presbytery and deacons. Now, some suspected me of

having spoken  thus, as k nowing  beforehand the divis ion caused by some

among you. But He is my w itness, for whos e sake I a m in bo nds, tha t I got

no intelligence from any man. But the Spirit proclaimed these  words: Do

nothing without the bishop; keep your bodies as the temples of God; love

unity; avoid  divisions; be the follo wers o f Jesus  Christ, e ven a s He is  of His

Father.

8.- THE SAME CONTINUED

I therefo re did  what belonged to me, as a m an dev oted to u nity. For w here

there is division and wrath, God doth not dwell. To all them that repent, the

Lord grants forgiveness, if they turn in penitence to the unity of God, and

to communion with the bishop. I trust [as to you] in the grace of Jesus

Christ,  who shall free you from eve ry bond. A nd I exh ort you to  do nothing

out of strife, but ac cording to  the doctrin e of Christ.  When I heard some

saying, If I do not find it in the ancient Scriptures, I will not believe the

Gospe l; on my saying to them, It is written, they answered me, That

remains to be proved. But to me Jesus Christ is in the place o f all that is

ancient:  His cross, a nd dea th, and re surrection, and the faith which is by

Him, are undefiled monuments of antiquity; by which I desire, through your

prayers, to be justified.

9.- THE OLD TESTAMENT IS GOOD:

THE NEW TESTAMENT IS BETTER

The priests indeed are good, but the High P riest is better; to wh om the  holy

of holies has been committed, and who alone has been trusted with the

secrets of God . He is the door of the Father, by which enter in Abraham,

and Isaac, and Jacob, and the prop hets, and the apostles, and the Church.

All these have for their object the attaining to the unity of God. But the

Gospel possesses something transcendent [above the former dispensa tion],

viz., the appea rance of o ur Lord Je sus Ch rist, His passion and resurrection.

For the beloved prophets announced Him, but the Gospel is the perfection

of immortality. All these things are good together, if ye believe in love.

10.-  CONGRATULATE THE INHABITANTS OF

ANTIOCH ON THE CLOSE OF THE  PERSECUTION

Since, according to your prayers, and the compassion which ye feel in

Christ Jesus, it is reported to me that the Church wh ich is at A ntioch  in

Syria possesses peace, it will become you, as a Church of God, to elect a
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deacon to act as the ambassador of God [for you] to [the breth ren there],

that he may rejoice along wi th them when they are met together, and

glorify the name [of God]. Blessed is he in Jesus Christ, who shall be

deemed worthy of such a  minist ry; and  ye too  shall b e glorifie d. An d if ye

are willin g, it is not beyond your power to do this, for the sake of God; as

also the nearest Churches have sent, in some cases bishops, and in o thers

presbyters and deacons.

11.-  THANKS AND SALUTATION

Now, as to Philo  the dea con, of Cil icia, a ma n of repu tation, wh o still

ministers  to me in the word of God, along with Rheus Aga thopus, an elect

man, who has followed me from Syria, not regarding his life,-these bear

witness in your be half; and  I myself  give thanks to God for you, that ye

have received them, even as the Lord you. But may those that dishonoured

them be forgiven through the grace of Jesus Christ! The love of the brethren

at Troas salutes you; whence also I write to you by Burrhus, who was sent

along with me by the Ephe sians and Smyrn aeans, to  show th eir respect.

May the Lord Jesus Christ honour them, in whom they hope, in flesh, and

soul,  and faith , and lov e, and concord! Fare ye well in Christ Jesus, our

common hope.
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The Epistle of
Ignatius to the Smyrnaeans

Ignatius, who is also called Theop horus, to  the Ch urch of G od the  F ather,

and of the beloved Jesus Christ, which has through mercy obtained every

kind of gift, which is filled  with faith a nd love, a nd is deficie nt in no gift,

most worthy of God, and adorned with holiness: the Church which is at

Smyrna, in Asia, wishes abundance of happin ess, throu gh the im macu late

Spirit and word of God.

1.- THANKS TO GOD FOR YOUR FAITH

I Glori fy God, e ven Jesu s Christ, wh o has give n you su ch wisdo m. For I

have observed that ye are perfected in an im move able faith, as if ye w ere

nailed to the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, both in the flesh and in the

spirit, and a re estab lished in  love through  the blood  of Christ, be ing fully

persuaded with respect to our Lord, that He was truly of the seed of Da vid

according to the flesh, and the Son of God according to the will and power

of God; that He was truly born of a virgin, was baptized by John, in order

that all righteousness might be fulfilled by Him; and was truly, under

Pontius Pilate and Herod the tetrarch, nailed [to the cross] for us in His

flesh. Of this fruit w e are by His divinely-blessed passion, that He might set

up a standard  for all ages, through His resurrection, to all His holy and

faithful [followers], whether among Jews or Gentiles, in the one body of His

Church.

2.- CHRIST'S TRUE PASSION

Now, He suffered all these things for our sakes, that we might be saved.

And He suffered truly, even as also He truly raised up Himself, not, as

certain  unbelievers maintain, that He only seemed to suffer, as they

themselves only seem to be [Christians]. And as they beli eve, so  shall it

happen unto them, when they shall be divested of their bodies, and be

mere evil spirits.

3.- CHRIST WAS POSSESSED OF

A BODY AFTER HIS RESURRECTION

For I know that after His resurrection also He was still possessed of flesh,

and I believe that He is so now. When, for instance, He came to those who

were with Peter, He  said to them, "Lay hold, handle Me, and see that I am

not an incorp oreal spirit." And immediately they touched Him, and

believed, being convinced both by His flesh  and spirit. For this cause also
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they despis ed de ath, an d were  found  its conq uerors . And  after his

resurrection He did eat and drink with them, as being possessed of flesh,

althoug h spiritually H e was u nited to the  Father.

4.- BEWARE OF THESE HERETICS

I give you these instructions, beloved , assured that ye also hold the same

opinions [as I do]. But I guard you beforehand from those beasts in the

shape of men, whom you must not only not receive, but, if it be possible,

not even meet with; only you must  pray to God for them, if by any means

they may b e brough t to repenta nce, wh ich, how ever, will be very d ifficult.

Yet Jesus Christ, who is our true life, has the power of [effecting] this. But

if these things were done by our Lord only in appearance, then a m I also

only in appearance bound. And w hy hav e I also su rrendered  myself to

death, to fire, to the sword, to the wild beasts? But, [in fact, ] he who is near

to the sword is near to God; he that is among the wild  beasts  is in company

with God; provided only he be so m the name of Jesus C hrist. I unde rgo all

these things that I may suffer together with Him, He who became a perfect

man inwardly strengthening me.

5.- THEIR DANGEROUS ERRORS

Some ignorantly deny Him, or rather have been denied by Him, being the

advocates of death rather than of the truth. These persons neither have the

prophe ts persuaded, nor the law of Mo ses, nor the Gospel even to this day,

nor the sufferings we have individually endured. For they think also the

same thing regarding us. For what does any one profit me, if he commends

me, but blasphemes my Lord, not confessing that He was [truly] possessed

of a body? But he who does not acknowledge this, has in fact altogether

denied Him , being  envel oped  in death. I have not, however, thought good

to write the names of such persons, inasmuch as they are unbelievers. Yea,

far be it from m e to ma ke any m ention of th em, un til they repen t and retu rn

to [a true belief in] Christ's passion, which is our resurrection.

6.- UNBELIEVERS IN THE BLOOD

OF CHRIST SHALL BE CONDEMNED

Let no man deceive himself. Both the things which are in heaven, and the

glorious angels, and rulers, both visible and invisible, if they b elieve n ot in

the blood  of Ch rist, shal l, in conse quen ce, inc ur con dem nation . "He th at is

able to  receive it, let him receive it." Let not [high] place puff any one up:

for that which is worth all is faith and love, to which nothing is to be

preferred. But consider those who are of a different opinion w ith respect to

the grace of Christ which has come unto us, how opposed they are to the
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will of God. They have no regard for love; no care for the widow, or the

orphan, or the oppressed; of the bond, or of the free; of the hungry, or of

the thirsty.

7.- LET US STAND ALOOF FROM SUCH HERETICS

They abstain from the Eucharist and from prayer, because they confess not

the Eucha rist to be the flesh of our Saviour Jesus Christ, which suffered for

our sins, and which the Father, of His goodness, raised up again. Those,

therefore, who speak against this gift of God, incur death in the midst of

their disputes. But it were better for them to treat it with respect, that they

also might rise again. It is fitting, therefore, that ye should keep aloof from

such persons, and no t to speak  of them  either in priva te or in public , but to

give heed to the prophets, and above all, to the Gospel, in which the

passion [of Christ] ha s been re vealed to  us, and the resurrection has been

fully proved. But avoid all divisions, as the beginning of evils.

8.- LET NOTHING BE DONE W ITHOUT THE BISHOP

See that ye all follow the bishop, even as Jesus Christ does the Father, and

the presbytery as ye would the apostles; and reverence the deacons, as

being the institution of God. Let no man do anything connected with the

Church without the bishop. Let that be deemed a proper Eucharist, which

is [administered] either by the bishop, or by one to whom he has entrusted

it. Wherever the bishop shall appear, there let the multitude [of the people]

also be; even as, wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church. It

is not lawful without the bishop either to baptize or to celeb rate a love-fea st;

but whatsoever he shall approve of, that is also pleasing to God, so that

everything that is done may be secure and valid.

9.- HONOUR THE BISHOP

Moreo ver, it is in accordance with reason th at we sh ould retu rn to

soberness [of conduct], and, while yet we have op portunity, exercise

repentance towards God. It is well to reverence both God and the bishop.

He who honours the bishop has been honoured by God; he who does

anything without th e know ledge of the bishop, does [in reality] serve the

devil. Let all things, then, abound to you through grace, for ye are worthy.

Ye have refreshed me in all things, and Jesus Christ [shall refresh] you. Ye

have loved m e when  absent a s well as w hen pre sent. May God recomp ense

you, for whose sake, while ye endure all  things, ye shall  attain unto Him.
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10.-  ACKNOWLEDGM ENT OF THEIR KINDNESS

Ye have done well in receiving Philo and Rheus Agathopus as servants of

Christ our God, who have followed me for the sake of God, and who give

thanks to the Lo rd in your be half, because ye have in every way refreshed

them. None o f these thin gs shall be  lost to you. M ay my spirit be for you,

and my bonds, which ye have not despised  or been a sham ed of;  nor shall

Jesus Christ, our perfect hope, be ashamed of you.

11.-  REQUEST TO THEM TO SEND A MESSENGER TO ANTIOCH

Your prayer ha s reache d to the Church which is at Antioch in Syria.

Coming from tha t place bo und w ith chains , most a cceptab le to God , I

salute  all; I who am not worthy to be styled from thence, inasmuch as I am

the least of them. Nevertheless, according to the will of God, I have been

thought worthy [of this honour], not that I have any sense [of having

deserved it], but by the grace of God, which I wish may be perfectly given

to me, that through your prayers I may attain to God. In order, therefore,

that your wo rk may  be com plete both on earth and in heaven, it is fitting

that, for the honour of God, your Church should elect some worthy

delegate; so that he, journeying into Syria, may congratulate them that they

are [now] at peace, and are restored to their proper greatness, and that

their proper consti tut ion has been re-established among them. It seems then

to me a becoming thing, that you should send some one of your number

with an epistle, so that, in company with them, he may rejoice over the

tranquility  which, according to the will of God, they have obtained, and

because that, through your prayers, they have now reached the harbour.

As persons who are perfect, ye should also aim at those things w hich are

perfect.  For when ye are desirous to do we ll, God is also ready to assist

you.

12.-  SALUTATIONS

The love of the brethren at Troas salutes you; whence also  I write to you by

Burrhus, whom ye sent with me, together with the Ephesians, your

brethren, and who has in all things refreshed me. And I would that all may

imitate  him, as being a  pattern  of a m inister of  God . Grac e will rew ard him

in all things. I salute your most worthy bishop, and your very venerab le

presbytery, and your deacons, my fellow-servants, and all of you

individually, as we ll as gen erally, in  the na me o f Jesus  Christ, a nd in H is

flesh and blood, in His passion and resurrection, both corporeal and

spiritual,  in union with God and you. Grace, mercy, peace, and patience,

be with you for evermore!
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CONCLUSION

I salute the families of my brethren, with their wives and children, and the

virgins who are called widows. Be ye strong, I pray, in the power of the

Holy  Ghost. Philo, who is with me, greets you. I salute the house of Tavias,

and pray th at it may be confirmed in faith and love, both corporeal and

spiritual.  I salute Alce, my well-beloved, and the incompa rable Daphnus,

and Eutecnus, and all by name. Fare ye well in the grace of God.
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The Epistle of
Ignatius to Polycarp

Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to Polycarp, Bishop of the Church

of the Smyrnaeans, or rather, who has, as his own bishop, God the Father,

and the Lord Jesus Ch rist: [wishes] abundance of  happiness.

1.- COMMENDATION AND EXHORTATION

Having obtained good proof that thy mind is fixed in God as upon an

immo veable  rock, I loudly glorify [His name] that I have been thought

worthy [to behold] thy blameless face, which may I ever enjoy in G od! I

entreat the e, by the g race with  which th ou art cloth ed, to press fo rward  in

thy course, and to exhort all that they may be saved. Maintain thy position

with all care, both in the flesh and spirit. Have a regard to preserve unity,

than which nothing is better. Bear with all, even as the Lord does with thee.

Suppo rt all in love, as also thou doest. Give thyself to prayer without

ceasing. Implore additional understanding to what thou already hast. Be

watchfu l, possessing a sleepless spirit. Speak to every man separately, as

God enables  thee. Be ar the infirm ities of all, as be ing a perfe ct athlete [in

the Christian life]: where the labour is great, the gain is all the more.

2.- EXHORTATIONS

If thou lov est the go od disciple s, no than ks are du e to thee o n that ac count;

but rather seek by meekness  to subdu e the m ore trouble some . Every  kind

of wound is not healed with the same plaster. Mitigate violent attacks [of

disease] by gen tle app lication s. Be in  all things "wise as a serpent, and

harmless as a dove." For this purpose thou art composed of both flesh and

spirit, that thou mayest deal tenderly with those [evils] that present

themselves visibly before thee. And as respec ts those that are not seen, pray

that [God] would reveal them unto thee, in order that thou mayest be

wanting in nothing, but mayest abound in every gift. The times call for thee,

as pilots do for the winds, and as one tossed with tempest seeks for the

haven, so that both thou [and those  under thy care] may attain to God. Be

sober as an athlete of God: the prize set before thee is immortality and

eternal life, of which  thou art  also persuaded. In all things may my soul be

for thing, and my bonds also, which thou hast loved.

3.- EXHORTATIONS

Let not those  who se em w orthy of cre dit, but teac h strange  doctrines, fill

thee with apprehension. Stand  firm, as  does a n anv il which  is beate n. It is
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the part of a noble athlete to be wounded, and yet to conquer. And

especially, we ought to bear al l things for the sake of God, that He also may

bear with us. Be ever becoming more zealous than what thou art. Weigh

carefully  the times . Look for H im wh o is above  all time, eternal and

invisible, yet who  becam e visible for our sakes; impalpable and impassible,

yet who became passible on our account; and who in every kind of way

suffered for our sakes.

4.- EXHORTATIONS

Let not wido ws be n eglected . Be thou, after the Lord, their protector and

friend. Let nothing be done without thy consent; neither do thou anything

without the approval of God, which indeed thou dost not, inasmuch as thou

art stedfast. Let your assembling together be of frequent occurrence: seek

after all by name. Do not despise either male or female slaves, yet neither

let them be puffed up with conceit, but rather let them submit themselves

the more, for the glory of God, that they may obtain from God a better

liberty. Let them not long to be set free [from slavery] at the public expense,

that they b e not fou nd slave s to their ow n desires. 

5.- THE DUTIES OF HUSBANDS AND W IVES

Flee evil arts; but all the more discourse in public reg arding the m. Spe ak to

my sisters, that they love the Lord , and be  satisfied with  their husb ands bo th

in the flesh and spirit. In like manner also, exhort my brethren, in the name

of Jesu s Chris t, that th ey love  their wives, eve n as the L ord the Ch urch. If

any one can continue in a state of purity, to the honour of Him who is Lord

of the fles h, let him  so rem ain with out bo asting.  If he be gins to b oast, h e is

undone; and if  he reckon himself greater than the bishop, he is ruined. But

it becomes both men and women  who marry, to form their union with the

approval of the bishop, that their marriage may be according to God, and

not after their own lust. Let all things be done to the honour of God.

6.- THE DUTIES OF THE CHRISTIAN FLOCK

Give ye heed to the bishop, that God also may give heed to you. My soul

be for theirs that are submissive to the bishop, to the presbyters, and to the

deacons, and may my portion be along with them in God! Labour together

with one another; strive in company together; ru n togeth er; suffer toge ther;

sleep together; and awake together, as the stewards, and associates, and

servants of God. Please ye Him under whom ye fight, and from whom ye

receive your wages. Let none of you be found a deserter. Let your baptism

endure  as your a rms; you r faith as you r helme t; your love  as your sp ear;

your patience as a comp lete panoply. Let your works be the charge
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assigned to you, that ye may re ceive a worthy recompense. Be

long-suffering, therefore, w ith one another, in meekness, as God is towards

you. M ay I have  joy of you  for ever!

7.-  REQUEST THAT POLYCARP

WOULD SEND A MESSENGER TO  ANTIOCH

Seeing that the Church which is at Antioch in Syria is, as report has

informed me, at peace, through your praye rs, I also am  the mo re

encouraged, resting without anxiety in God, if indeed by means of suffering

I may a ttain to Go d, so that, t hrough your prayers, I may be found a

disciple  [of Christ]. It is fitting, O Polycarp, mos t blessed in G od, to

assem ble a very sole mn co uncil,  and to elect one whom you greatly love,

and know to be a man of activity, who may be designated the messenger

of God; and to  bestow on him this honour that he may go into Syria, and

glorify your ever active love to the praise of Christ. A Christian has not

power over himself, but must always be ready for the service of God. Now,

this w ork is b oth G od's  and yours,  when  ye sha ll have  com pleted  it to His

glory. For I trust that, through grace, ye are prepared for every good work

pertaining to God. Knowing, therefo re, your en ergetic love  of the truth , I

have exhorted you by this brief Epistle.

8.- LET OTHER CHURCHES ALSO SEND TO ANTIOCH

Inasmuch as I have not been able to write to all the Churches, because I

must suddenly sail from Troas to Neap olis, as the w ill [of the em peror]

enjoins, [I beg that] thou , as being a cquainte d with the purp ose of G od, wilt

write to the adjac ent C hurch es, tha t they a lso m ay ac t in like manner, such

as are able to do  so send ing me ssengers , and the  others  transm itting letters

through those persons who are sent by thee, that thou mayest  be glorified

by a work which shall be remembered for ever, as indeed thou art worthy

to be. I salute all by name, and in particular the wife  of Epitrop us, with a ll

her house and children. I salute Attalus, my beloved. I salute him  who sh all

be deem ed worth y to go [from  you] into S yria. Grac e shall  be with him for

ever, and w ith Polyca rp that sends him. I pray for your happiness for ever

in our God, Jesus Christ, by whom continue ye in the unity and under the

protection of God, I salute Alce, my dearly beloved. Fare ye well in the

Lord.
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Autho rity of bishop s, elders Eph.2-6; Magn.3-7, 13, Trall.1, 2, 13;

Phila.1-3 , 7, 8; Sm yr.8, 9

Church meetings Eph.13; Phila.4, 6; Polycarp 4

Deity of Christ Eph.2, 3, 7, 18, 19; Rom.3; Smyr.1, 2;

Polycarp  3, 8

False tea chers Eph.9, 16; Magn.8; Trall.6, 7; Phila.2,

3; Smy r.6

Gospel of cross Phila.8; S myr.1
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Predestination Eph. intro

Resurrection of Christ’s body Magn.11; Trall.9; Smyr.1-3, 5, 12

Trinitarian fo rmula Magn.13

Unity Phila.3,8

Did the Apostles believe an
apostasy would come after them?

Paul instructed Timothy “Guard the good deposit that was
entrusted to you – guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who

lives in us ... And the things you have heard me say in the
presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will

also be qualified to teach others” (2 Tim.1:14; 2:2). Paul,
though anticipating the emergence of heretical ‘wolves’ (Acts
20:29,30), thought -- and taught -- that the church would guard
faithfully the apostolic tradition, and this faithful transmission,
with the Holy Spirit’s help, would be sufficient to meet such

dangerous heresy. Nowhere does Paul predict the kind of total
apostasy that Mormons, Christadelphians, Jehovah’s Witnesses
and a multitude of other enemies of orthodox tradition assume

as fact.

The Apostle John, a generation later, finds himself in the midst
of the ‘wolves’. But he, like Paul, does not worry for the future

of the church.  Against the heretics’ claim that the disciples
needed their guidance, not the Apostles’, John writes, “... the

anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you
have no need for anyone to teach you ...” (I John 2:27). John
saw, as Paul had, that the Holy Spirit would protect the flock
from mass defection, and faithful teachers would resist the

ravenous false teachers. The latter, John said, would leave the
flock with their prey, unable to win over those who clung to the

apostolic teaching (v.19).

One such faithful upholder of apostolic tradition was Ignatius of
Antioch, appointed Bishop of that great missionary church

while John was still alive. God has seen fit to preserve seven
authentic epistles by Ignatius, and these provide the best

window we have into the church immediately after the Apostles.
Do these letters support -- or overturn -- the contentions of the

enemies of historic Christianity? We here reproduce the
Ignatian epistles to answer that question.


