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Why should we
know Ignatius?

“Dissatisfied with ‘popular’ teachings, Thomas found nowhere else
to turn but to the Bible itself. And, having come to the source of
Truth at last, he devoted the remainder of his life to a careful
independent study of the Scriptures. What he found led him to the
unavoidable conclusion that the Christian church had strayed far
from Divine teaching in the 19 centuries since the days of Christ
and his apostles.”

So speaks an anonymously written booklet published by the
Christadelphians (The C hristadelphians: Who are they? What Do They
Believe?, pg.3), in telling the story of one of the founders of their
move ment, John Thom as. After having extolled the virtue of “indepe ndent”
Bible study the booklet strangely concludes with this encouragement:

... we invite you to visit with us, to write to us, or to attend our Bible
studies, and to discuss these matters further ...

But is not Christadelphian Bible study just another form of dependence?
Inevitably, those who reject the “traditions” of Christendom end up setting
up their own orthodoxy, which then becomes another rigid “tradition”,
which in turn is rejected by those who will have no truck with “doctrines of

”

men .

Which brings us to Ignatius. Among extant Christian writers of the second
generation Ignatius of Antioch is our best link with the Apostles. He was
Bishop of Antioch, which church, according to Acts 13, officially
commissioned Paul and Barnabas for the first great missionary outreach to
the Gentiles, and to which church Paul and Barnabas returned after (Acts
14:26). Hence from early days Antioch was THE most influential church in
the spread of Christianity throughout the Roman world. Early tradition
indicates that Ignatius was appointed to his office by the Apostle John
himself, which finds support in the fact that Ignatius was close to Polycarp,
Bishop of Smyrna, who had known John and who sat as his feet as a young
man. Certainly no man NOT ap proved by John could easily have risen to
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the position of bishop in a church so important as Antioch while the last
remaining Apostle lived.

Ignatius sealed his testimony with his own blood around theyear107 A.D.
Therefore his seven authentic epistles should be of utmost interest to all
who come up against, or perhaps are sympathetic towards, the position
espoused by Christadelphians, Mormons, Jehovah’s Wimesses and a
multitude of other claimants to the title of ‘true church’. The common
contention of these groups, thatthe church went off the rails after the death
of the Apostles, can easily be tested if we have primary sources for the
second and third generations after Christ. And in Ignatius w e have just that.

Therefore it is interesting to note that The Watchtower, for one, hasignored
the writings of Ignatius. The W atchtow er booklet Should You Believe the
Trinity?, which sets as one of its goals to establish “What the Ante-Nicene
Fathers Taught” (heading, pg.7), cites Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Clement of
Alexandria, Tertullian, Hippolytus and Origen, in an attempt to
demonstrate that “history makes clear that the Trinity was unknown
throughout Biblicaltimes and for several centuries thereafter”. But if this is
indeed clear, why do they skip over the chief witness for the 2 generations
after the Ap ostles? W hy cite only late second or third century sources? In
fact the Watchtower publications index for the years 1930 to 1985 makes
only one reference to Ignatius, and that on the subject of the Apostle
Peter’s connection with Rome. The 1986-1990 index vyields another
reference, this on the topic of the authority of Scripture.

Yet even these meagre references reveal much. First, the Watchtower
researchers know of the existence of the epistles of Ignatius. Second,
someone at headquarters doesn’t particularly care if the rest of their
contents remains unknow n to Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Shall we give the benefit of doubt and assume that Jehovah’s Witnesses’
ignorance of Ignatius is NOT willful? Whatever be the case, the writings of
this great bishop/martyrdo maximum damage to many of the claims made
by opponents of ‘orthodoxy’. Ignatius’s seven authentic epistles, written in
expectation of his imminent martyrdom, shed much light on questions
which are still much in dispute, issues very much alive among many
religious bodies beside Jehovah’s Witnesses. These questions include:

1. What type of organization did the early church have?

2. Did 1% century believers understand Christ to be God?

3. Was Christ resurrected in a physical body?

4. What did early Christians believe as to life after death?
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5. Which Name was the early church known by?

We here reproduce the edition of Ignatius prepared by editors Alexander
Roberts and James Donaldson, with notes and revisions by A. Cleveland
Coxe. The introductions of both the original Edinburgh edition and the
American edition, prepared by Coxe, precedethe actualtext of the epistles.
Because of space limitations, only the short edition of the epistles, which
has gained general acceptance as the original, is reproduced. The longer
editions may be found easily elsewhere. We have taken the liberty of
marking the text and adding annotations where references bearing on our
imme diate purpose occur.

- David Aspinall
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Introductory Note to the
Epistle of Ignatius to the Ephesians

[A.D.30-107.] The seductive myth w hich repre sents this F ather as th e little
child whom the Lord placed in the midst of his apostles (Matthew 18:2)
indicates at least the period when he may be supposed to have been born.
That he and Polycarp were fellow-disciples under St. John, is a tradition by
no means inconsistent with anything in the Epistles of either. His
subsequent history is sufficiently indicated in the Epistles which follow.

Had not the plan of this series been so exclusively that of a mere revised
reprint, the writings of Ignatius themselves would have made me diffident
as to the undertaking. It seems impossible for any one to write upon the
subject of these precious remains, without provoking controversy. This
publication is designed as an Eirenicon, and hence "few words are best,"
from one who might be supposed incapable of an unbiased opinion on
most of the points which have beenraised in connection with these Epistles.
[ must content myself therefore, by referring the studious reader to the
originals as edited by Bishop Jacobson, with a Latin version and copious
annotations. That revered and reamed divine honoured me with his
friendship; and his precious edition has been my frequent study, with
theological students, almost ever since it appeared in 1840. It is by no
means superannuated by the vigorous Ignatian literature which has since
sprung up, and to which reference will he made elsewhere. But I am
content to leave the whole matter, without comment, to the minds of
Christians of whatever school and to their independent conclusions. It is a
great thing to present them in a single volume with the shorter and longer
Epistles duly compared, and with the Curetonian version besides. One
luxury only I may daim, to relieve the drudgingtask-work of a mere reviser.
Surely [ may point out some of the proverbial wisdom of this great disciple,
which has often stirred my soul, as with the trum pet heard by St. John in
Patmos. In him, indeed, the lions encountered a lion, one truly begotten of
"the Lion of the tribe of Judah." Take, then, as a specimen, these thiilling
injunctions from his letter to Polycarp, to whom he bequeathed his own
spirit, and in whom he well knew the Church would recognize a sort of
survival of St. John himself. If the reader has any true perception of the
rhythm and force of the Greek language, let him learn by heart th e originals
of the follow ing aph orisms:-

1. Find time to pray without ceasing.

2. Every wound is not healed with the same remedy.
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. The times demand thee, as pilots the haven.
. The crown is immortality.

. Stand like a beaten anvil.

. Consider the times: look for Him who is above time.
. Slight not the menservants and the handmaids.

3
4
5
6. It is the part of a good athlete to be bruised and to prevail.
7
8
9. Let your stewardship define your work.

1

0. A Christian is not his own master, but waits upon God.

Ignatius so delighted in his name Theophorus (sufficientlyexpounded in his
own words to Trajan or his official representative), that it is worth noting
how deeply the early Christians felt and believed in (2 Coxinthians 6: 16)
the indwelling Spirit.

Ignatius has been censured for his language to the Romans, in which he
seems to crave martyrdom. But he was already condemned, in law a dead
man, and felt himself at liberty to glory in his tribulations. Is it more than
modern Christians often too lightly sing?-

"Let cares like a wild deluge come,
And storms of sorrow fall" etc.
So the holy martyr adds, "Only let me attain unto Jesus Christ."

The Epistle to the Romans is utterly inconsistent with any conce ption on his
part, that Rome was the see and residence of a bishop holding any other
than fraternal relations with himself. It is very noteworthy that it is devoid
of expressions, elsewhere made emphatic, which would have been much
insisted upon had they been found herein. Think what use would have
been made of it, had the words which he addresses to the Smyrnaeans
(chap. viii.) to strengthen their fidelity to Polycarp, been found in this letter
to the Romans, especially as in this letter we firstfind the use of the phrase
"Catholic Church" in patristic writings. He defines it as to be found "where
Jesus Christ is," words which certainly do notlimitit to communion with a
professed successor of St. Peter.
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Original Introductory Notice

The epistles ascribed to Ignatius have given rise to more controversy than
any other documents connected with the primitive Church. As is evident to
every reader on the very first glance at these writings, they contain
numerous statements which bear on points of ecclesiastical orderthat have
long divided the Christian world; and a strong temptation has th us been felt
to allow some amount of prepossession to enter into the discussion of their
authenticity or spuriousness. At the same time, this question has furnished
a noble field for the display of learning and acuteness, and has, in the
various forms under which it has been debated, given rise to not a few
works of the very highest ability and scholarship. We shall present such an
outline of the controversy as may enable the reader to understand its
position at the present day.

There are, in all, fifteen Epistles which b ear the name of Ignatius. These are
the following: One to the Virgin Mary, two to the Apostle John, one to Mary
of Cassobelae, one to the Tarsians, one to the Antiochians, one to Hero, a
deacon of Antioch, one to the Philippians; one to the Ephesians, one to the
Magnesians, one to the Trallians, one to the Romans, one to the
Philadelphians, one to the Smymaeans, and one to Polycarp. The first three
exist only in Latin: all the rest are extant also in Greek.

It is now the universal opinion of critics, that the first eight of these
professedly Ignatian letters are spurious. They bear in themselves
indubitable proofs of being the production of a later age than thatin which
Ignatius lived. Neither Eusebius nor Jerome m akes the least reference to
them; and they are now by common consent set aside as forgeries, which
were at various dates, and to serve special purposes, put forth under the
name of the celebrated Bishop of Antioch.

But after the question has been thus sim plified, it still remains sufficiently
complex. Of the seven E pistles which are acknowledged by Eusebius (Hist.
Eccl., iii. 36), we possess two Greek recensions, a shorter and a longer. It
is plain thatone or other of these exhibits a corrupt text, and scholars have
for the most part agreed to accept the shorter form as representing the
genuine letters of Ignatius. This was the opinion generally acquiesced in,
from the time when critical editions of these Epistles began to be issued,
down to our own day. Criticism, indeed, fluctuated a good deal as to which
Epistles should beaccepted and which rejected. Archp. Usher (1644), Isaac
Vossius (1646), J. B. Cotelerius (1672), Dr. T. Smith (I1709), and others,
edited the writings ascribed to Ignatius in forms differing very considerably
as to the order in which they were arranged, and the degree of authority
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assigned them, until at length, from about the beginning of the eighteenth
century, the seven Greek Epistles, of which a translationishere given, came
to be generally accepted in their shorter form as the genuine writings of
Ignatius.

Before this date, however, there had notbeen wanting some who refused
to acknowledge the authenticity of these Epistles in either of the recensions
in which they were then known to exist. By far the most learned and
elaborate work maintaining this position was that of Daille” (or Dallaeus),
published in 1666. This drew forth in reply the celebrated Vindiciae of
Bishop Pearson, which appeared in 1672. It was generally supposed that
this latter work had established on an immoveable foundation the
genuineness of the shorter form of the Ignatian Epistles; and, as we have
stated above, this was the conclusion almost universally accepted down to
our own day. The only considerable exception to this concurrence was
presented by Whiston, who laboured to maintain in his Primitive
Christianity Revived (1711) the superior daims of the longer recension of
the Epistles, apparently influenced in doing so by the support which he
thought they furnished to the kind of Arianism which he had adopted.

But although the shorter form of the Ignatian letters had been generally
accepted in preference to the longer, there was stil a pretty prevalent
opinion among scholars, that even it could not be regarded as absolutely
free from interpolations, or as of undoubted authenticity. Thus said
Lardner, in his Credibility of the Gospel History (1743): "have carefully
compared the two editions, and am very well satisfied, upon that
comparison, that the larger are an interpolation of the smaller, and not the
smaller an epitome or abridgment of the larger.... But whether the smaller
themselves are the genuine writings of Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, is a
question that has been much disputed, and has employed the pens of the
ablest critics. And whatever positiveness some may have shown on either
side, I must own I have found it a very difficult question."

This expression of uncertainty was repeated in substance by Jortin (1751),
Mosheim (1755), Griesbach (1768), Rosenmuiiller (1795), Neander(1826),
and many others; some going so faras to deny thatwe have any auth entic
remains of Ignatius at all, while others, though admitting the seven shorter
letters as being probably his, yet strongly suspected that they were not free
from interpolation. Upon the whole, how ever, the shorter recension was,
until recently, accepted without much opposition, and chiefly in
dependence on the work of Bishop Pearson above mentioned, as exhibiting
the genuine form of the Epistles of Ignatius.
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But a totally different aspect was given to the question by the discovery of
a Syriac version of three of these E pistles am ong the mss. procured from
the monastery of St. Mary Deipara, in the desert of Nitria, in Egypt. In the
years 1838, 1839, and again in 1842, Archdeacon Tattam visited that
monastery, and succeeded in obtaining for the English Government a vast
number of ancient Syriac manuscripts. On these being deposited in the
British Museum, the late Dr. Cureton, who then had charge of the Syriac
departm ent, discovered amon g them, first, the Epistle to Polycarp, and then
again, the same Epistle, with those to the Ephesiansand to the Romans, in
two other volumes of manuscripts.

As the result of this discovery, Cureton published in 1845 a work, entitled,
The Ancient Syriac Version of the E pistles of St. Ignatius to Polycarp, the
Ephesian, and the Romans, etc., in which he argued that these Epistles
represented more accurately than any formerly published what Ignatius had
actually written. This, of course, opened up the controversy afresh. W hile
some accepted the views of Cureton. others very strenuously opposed
them. Among the former was the late Chev. Bunsen; among the latter, an
anonymous writer in the English Review, and Dr. Hefele, in his third edition
of the Apostolic Fathers. In reply to those who had controverted his
arguments, Cureton published his Vindiciae Ignatianae in 1846, and his
CorpusIgnatianum in 1849. He begins his introduction to the last-named
work with the following sentences: "Exactly three centuries and a half
intervened between the time when three Epistlesin Latin, attributed to St.
Ignatius, first issued from the press, and the publication in 1845 of three
letters in Syriac bearing the name of the same apostolic writer. Very few
years passed before the former were almost universally regarded as false
and spurious; and it seems not improbable that scarcely a longer period will
elapse before the latter be almost as generally acknowledged and received
as the only true and genuine letters of the venerable Bishop of Antioch that
have either come down to our times, or were ever known in the earliest
ages of the Christian Church."

Had the somewhat sanguine hope thus expressed been realized, it would
have been unnecessary for us to present to the English reader more than a
translation of these three Syriac Epistles. But the Ignatian controversy is not
yet settled. There are stillthose who hold th at the balance of argument is in
favour of the shorter Greek, as against these Syriac Epistles. They regard
the latter as an epitome of the former, and think the harshness which,
according to them, exists in the sequen ce of thou ghts and sentences, clearly
shows that this is the case. We have therefore given all the forms of the
Ignatianletters which have the least claim on our attention. The reader may
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judge, by comparison for himself, which of these is to be accepted as
genuine, supposing him disposed to admit the claims of any one of them.
We content ourselves with laying the materials for judgment before him,
and with referring to the above-named works in which we find the whole
subject discussed.

As to the personal history of Ignatius, almost nothing is known. The
principal source of information regarding him is found in the account of his
martyrdom, to which the reader is referred. Polycarp alludes to him in his
Epistle to the Philippians (chap. ix.), and also to his letters (chap. xiii.).
Irenaeus quotes a passage from his Epistle to the Romans (Adv. Haer.,
v.28; Epist. ad Rom., chap. iv.), without, however, naming him. Origen
twice refers to him, first in the preface to his Comm. on the Song of
Solomon, where he quotes a passage from the Epistle of Ignatius to the
Romans, and again in his sixth homily on St. Luke, where he quotes from
the Epistle to the Ephesians, both times naming the author. It is
unnecessary to give later references.

Supposing the letters of Ignatius and the account of his martyrdom to be
authentic, we learn from them that he voluntarily presented himself before
Trajan at Antioch, the seat of his bishopric, when that prince was on his first
expedition against the Parthians and Armenians (a.d. 107); and on
professing himself a Christian, was condemned to the wild beasts. After a
long and dangerous voyage he came to Smyma, of which Polycarp was
bishop, and thence wrote his four Epistles to the Ephesians, the
Magnesians, the Trallians, and the Romans. From Smyrna he came to
Troas, and tarrying there a few days, he wrote to the Philadelphians, the
Smyrnaeans, and Polycarp. He then came on to Neapolis, and passed
through the whole of Macedonia. Finding a ship at Dyrrachium in Epirus
about to sail into Italy, he embarked, and crossing the Adriatic, was brought
to Rome, where he perished on the 20th of December 107, or, as some
think, who deny a twofold expedition of Trajan against the Parthians, on
the same day of the year a.d. 116.
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The Epistle of
Ignatius to the Ephesians

Ignatius, who is also called T heop horus, to the C hurch which is at Ephesus,
in Asia, deservedly most happy, being blessed in the greatness and fulness
of God the Father, and predestinated before the beginning of time, that it
should be always for an enduring and unchangeable glory, being united
and elected through the true passion by the will of the Father, and Jesus
Christ, our God: Abundant happiness through Jesus Christ, and His
undefiled grace.

1.- PRAISE OF THE EPHESIANS

[ have become acquainted with your name, much-beloved in God, which
ye have acquired by the habit of righteousness, according to the faith and
love in Jesus Christour Saviour. Being the followers of God, and stirring up
yourselve s by the blood of G od, ye have perfectly accom plished the work
which was beseemingto you. For, on hearing that I came bound from Syria
for the common name and hope, trusting through your prayers to be
permitted to fight with beasts at Rome, that so by martyrdom I may indeed
become the disciple of Him "who gave Himself for us, an offering and
sacrifice to God," [ye hastened to see me]. I received, therefore, your w hole
multitude in the name of God, through Onesimus, a man of inexpressible
love, and your bishop in the flesh, whom I pray you by Jesus Christ to love,
and that you would all seek to be like him. And blessed be He who has
granted unto you, being worthy, to obtain such an excellent bishop.

2.- CONGRATULATIONS AND ENTREATIES

As to my fellow-servant Burrhus, your deacon in regard to God and blessed
in all things, I begthat he may continue longer, both for your honour and
that of your bishop. And Crocus also, worthy both of God and you, whom
I have received as the manifestation of your love, hath in al things
refreshed me, as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ shall also refresh him;
together with Onesimus, and Burrhus, and Euplus, and Fronto, by means
of whom, I have, as to love, beheld all of you. May I always have joy of
you, if indeed I be worthy of it. It is therefore befitting that you should in
every way glorify Jesus Christ, who hath glorified you, that by a unanimous
obedience "ye may be perfectly joined together in the same mind, and in
the same judgment, and may allspeak thesame thingconcerning thesame
thing," and that, being subject to the bishop and the presbytery, ye may in
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all respects be sanctified.

3.- EXHORTATIONS TO UNITY

[ do notissue orders to you, as if Iwere some greatperson. Forthough [ am
bound for the name [of Christ], | am not yet perfect in Jesus Christ. For
now [ begin to be a disciple, and I speak to you as fellow-disciples with me.
For it was needful for me to have been stirred up by you in faith,
exhortation, patience, and long-suffering. Butinasmuch aslove suffersme
not to be silent in regard to you, | have therefore taken upon me first to
exhort you that ye would all run together in accordance with the will of
God. For even Jesus Christ, our inseparable life, is the [manifested] will of
the Father; asalso bishops, settled everywhere to the utmostbounds [of the
earth], are so by the will of Jesus Christ.

4.- THE SAME CONTINUED

Wherefore it is fitting that ye should run togeth er in accordance w ith the will
of your bishop, which thing ako ye do. For your justly renowned
presbytery, worthy of God, is fitted as exactly to the bishop as the strings
are to the harp. Therefore in your concord and harmonious love, Jesus
Christ is sung. And do ye, man by man, become a choir, that being
harmoniousin love, and taking up the song of God in unison, ye may with
one voice sing to the Fatherthrough Jesus Christ, so that He may both hear
you, and perceive by your works that ye are indeed the members of His
Son. It is profitable, therefore, that you should live in an unblameable unity,
that thus ye may always enjoy communion with God.

5.- THE PRAISE OF UNITY

For if I in this brief space of time, have enjoyed such fellowship with your
bishop-I mean not of a mere human, but of a spiritual nature-how much
more do I reckon you happy who are so joined to him as the Church is to
Jesus Christ, and as Jesus Christ is to the Father, that so all things may
agree in unity! Let no man deceive himself: if any one be not within the
altar, he is deprived of the bread of God. For if the prayer of one or two
possesses such power, how much more that of the bishop and the whole
Church! He, therefore, that does not assemble with the Church, has even
by this manifested his pride, and condem ned himself. For it is written, "God
resisteth the proud." Let us be careful, then, not to set ourselves in
opposition to the bishop, in order that we may be subject to God.
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6.- HAVE RESPECT TO THE BISHOP AS TO CHRIST HIMSELF

Now the more any one sees the bishop keeping silence, the more ought he
to revere him. For we ought to receive every one whom the Master of the
house sends to be over His household, as we would do Him that sent him.
It is manifest, therefore, that we should look upon the bishop even as we
would upon the Lord Himself. And indeed Onesimus himself greatly
commends your good order in God, thatye all live according to the truth,
and that no sect has any dwelling-place among you. Nor, indeed, do ye
hearken to any one rather than to Jesus Christ speaking in truth.

7.- BEWARE OF FALSE TEACHERS

For some are in the habit of carrying about the name [of Jesus Christ] in
wicked guile, while yet they practise things unworthy of God, whom ye
must flee as ye would wild beasts. For they are ravening dogs, who bite
secretly, against whom ye must be on your guard, inasmuch as they are
men who can scarcely be cured. There is one Physician who is possessed
both of flesh and spirit; both made and notmade; God existingin flesh; true
life in death; both of Mary and of God; first possible and then impossible,
even Jesus Christ our Lord.

8.- RENEWED PRAISE OF THE EPHESIANS

Let not thenany one deceive you, as indeed ye are not deceived, inasmuch
as ye are wholly devoted to God. For since there is no strife raging among
you which might distress you, ye are certainly living in accordance with
God's will. [ am far inferior to you, and require to be sanctified by your
Church of Ephesus, so renowned throughout the world. They that are
carnal cannot do those things which are spiritual, nor they that are spiritual
the things which are carnal; even as faith cannot do the works of unbelief,
nor unbelief the works of faith. But even those things which ye do according
to the flesh are spiritual; for ye do all things in Jesus Christ.

9.- YE HAVE GIVEN NO HEED TO FALSE TEACHERS

Nevertheless, [ have heard of some who have passed on from this to you,
having false doctrine, whom ye did not suffer to sow among you, but
stopped your ears, thatye might notreceive those things which were sown
by them, as being stones of the temple of the Father, prepared for the
building of God the Father, and drawn up on high by the instrument of
Jesus Christ, which is the cross, making use of the Holy Spirit as a rope,
while your faith was the means by which you ascended, and yourlove the
way which led up to God. Ye, therefore, as well as all your fellow-travellers,
are God-bearers, temple-bearers, Christ-bearers, bearers of holiness,
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adorned in all respects with the comm andments of Jesus Christ, in whom
also I exult that I have been thought worthy, by means of this E pistle, to
converse and rejoice with you, because with respect to your Christian life
ye love nothing but God only.

10.- EXHORTATIONS TO PRAYER, HUMILITY, ETC.

And pray ye without ceasing in behalf of other men. For there is in them
hope of repentance that they may attain to God. See, then, that they be
instructed by your works, if in no other way. Be ye meek in response to
their wrath, humble in opposition to their boasting: to their blasphemies
return your prayers; in contrast to their error, be ye stedfast in the faith; and
for their cruelty, manifestyour gentleness. While we take care notto imitate
their conduct, let us be found their brethren in all true kindness; and let us
seek to be followers of the Lord (who ever more unjustly treated, more
destitute, more condemned?), that so no plant of the d evil may be found in
you, but ye may remain in all holiness and sobriety in Jesus Christ, both
with respect to the flesh and spirit.

11.- AN EXHORTATION TO FEAR GoOD, ETC.

The last times are come upon us. Let us therefore be of a reverent spirit,
and fear the long-suffering of God, that it tend not to our condemnation.
For let us eitherstand in awe of the wrath to come, orshow regard for the
grace which is at present displayed-one of two things. Only [in one way or
another] let us be found in Christ Jesus unto the true life. Apart from Him,
let nothing attract you, for whom I bear about these bonds, these spiritual
jewels, by which may I arise through your prayers, of which I entreat [ may
always be a partaker, that I may be found in the lot of the Christians of
Ephesus, who have always been of the same mind with the apostles
through the power of Jesus Christ.

12.- PRAISE OF THE EPHESIANS

[ know both who I'am, and to whom I write. | am a condemned man, ye
have been the objects of mercy; [am subject to danger, ye are established
in safety. Ye are the persons through whom those pass that are cut off for
the sake of God. Ye are initiated into the mysteries of the G ospel with Paul,
the holy, the martyred, the deservedly most happy, at whose feetmay [ be
found, when I shall attain to God; who in all his Epistles makes mention of
you in Christ Jesus.
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13.- EXHORTATION TO MEET TOGETHER

FREQUENTLY FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD
Take heed, then, often to come together to give thanks to God, and show
forth His praise. For when ye assemble frequently in the same place, the
powers of Satan are destroyed, and the destruction at which he aims is
prevented by the unity of your faith. Nothing is more precious than peace,
by which all war, both in heaven and earth, is broughtto an end.

14.- EXHORTATIONS TO FAITH AND LOVE

None of these things is hid from you, if ye perfectly possess that faith and
love towards Christ Jesus which are the beginning and the end of life. For
the beginning is faith, and the end is love. Now these two, being
inseparably conne cted together, are of G od, while all other things which are
requisite for a holy life follow after them. No man [truly] making a
profession of faith sinneth; nor does he that possesses love hate any one.
The tree ismade manifest by its fruit; so those that profess themselves to be
Christians shall be recognised by their conduct. For there is not now a
demand for mere profession, but that a man be found continuing in the
power of faith to the end.

15.- EXHORTATION TO CONFESS
CHRIST BY SILENCE AS WELL AS SPEECH

It is better for a man to be silent and be [a Christian], than to talkk and not
to be one. It is good to teach, if he who speaks also acts. There is then one
Teacher, who spake and it was done; while even th ose things which He did
in silence are worthy of the Father. He who possesses the word of Jesus, is
truly able to heareven His very silence, that he may be perfect, and may
both act as he speaks, and be recognised by his silence. There is nothing
which is hid from God, but our very secrets are near to Him. Let us
therefore do all things as those who have Him dwelling in us, that we may
be His temples, and He may be in us as our God, which indeed He is, and
will manifest Himself before our faces. W herefore we justly love Him.

16.- THE FATE OF FALSE TEACHERS

Do not err, my brethren. Those that corrupt families shall not inherit the
kingdom of God. If, then, those who do this as respects the flesh have
suffered death, how much more shall this be the case with any one who
corrupts by wicked doctrine the faith of God, for which Jesus Christ was
crucified! Such an one becoming defiled [in this way], shall go away into
everlasting fire, and so shall every one that hearkens unto him.
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17.- BEWARE OF FALSE DOCTRINES

For this end did the Lord suffer the ointment to be poured upon His head,
that He might breath e imm ortality into His Church. Be not ye an ointed with
the bad odour of the doctrine of the prince of this world; let him not lead
you away captive from the life whichis setbeforeyou. And why are we not
all prudent, since we have received the knowledge of God, which is Jesus
Christ? Why d o we foolishly perish, n ot recognising the gift which the Lord
has of a truth sent to us?

18.- THE GLORY OF THE CROSS

Let my spirit be counted as nothing for the sake of the cross, which is a
stumbling-block to those that do not believe, but to us salvation and life
eternal. "Where is the wise man? where the disputer?" Where is the boasting
of those who are styled prudent? Forour God, Jesus Christ, was, according
to the appointment of God, conceived in the womb by Mary, of theseed of
David, but by the Holy Ghost. He was born and baptized, that by His
passion He might purify the water.

19.- THREE CELEBRATED MYSTERIES

Now the virginity of Mary was hidden from the prince of this world, as was
also her offspring, and the death of the Lord; three mysteries of renown,
which were wrought in silence by God. How, then, was He manifested to
the world? A star shone forth in heaven above all the other stars, the light
of which was inexpressible, while its novelty stru ck me n with astonishm ent.
And all the restof the stars, with the sun and moon, formed a chorus to this
star, and its light was exceedingly great above them all. And there was
agitation felt asto whence this new spectacle came, so unlike to everything
else [in the heavens]. Hence every kind of magic was destroyed, and every
bond of wickedness disappeared; ignorance was removed, and the old
kingdom abolished, God Himself being manifested in human form for the
renewal of eternal life. And now that took a beginning which had been
prepared by God. Henceforth all things were in a state of tumult, because
He meditated the abolition of death.

20.- PROMISE OF ANOTHER LETTER

If Jesus Christ shall graciously permit me through your prayers, and if itbe
His will, I shall, in asecond little work which I willwrite to you, make further
manifest to you [the nature of] the dispensation of which I have begun [to
treat], with respect to the new man, Jesus Christ, in His faith and in His
love, in His suffering and in His resurre ction. Esp ecially [will I do this] ifthe
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Lord make known to me that ye come together man by man in common
through grace, individually, in one faith, and in Jesus Christ, who was ofthe
seed of David according to the flesh, being both the Son of man and the
Son of God, so that ye obey the bishop and the presbytery with an
undivided mind, breaking one and the same bread, which isthe medicine
of immortality, and the antidote to prevent us from dying, but [which
causes | that we should live for ever in Jesus Christ.

21.- CONCLUSION

My soul be for yours and theirs whom, for the honour of God, ye have sent
to Smyrna; whence also [ write to you, giving thanks unto the Lord, and
loving Polycarp even as I do you. Remember me, as Jesus Christ also
remembered you. Pray ye forthe Church which is in Syria, whence I am led
bound to Rome, being the last of the faithful who are there, even as I have
been thought worthy to be chosen to show forth the honour of God.
Farewell in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ, our common hope.
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The Epistle of
Ignatius to the Magnesians

Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to the [Church] blessed in the
grace of God the Father, in Jesus Christ our Saviour, in whom I salute the
Church which is at Magnesia, near the Moeander, and wish it abundance
of happiness in God the father, and in Jesus Christ.

1.- REASON OF WRITING THE EPISTLE

Having been informed of your godlyl love, so well-ordered, I rejoiced
greatly, and determined to commune with you in the faith of Jesus Christ.
For as one who has been thought worthy of the most honourable of all
names, in those bonds which I bear about, I commend the Churches, in
which I pray for a union both of the flesh and spirit of Jesus Christ, the
constantsource of our life, and of faith and love, to which nothingis to be
preferred, but esp ecially of Jesus and the Father, in whom, if we endure all
the assaults of the prince of this world, and escape them, we shall enjoy

God.

2.- 1 REJOICE IN YOUR MESSENGERS

Since, then, I have had the privilege of seeing you, through Damas your
most worthy bishop, and through your worthy presbyters Bassus and
Apollonius, and through my fellow-servant the deacon Sotio, whose
friendship may I ever enjoy, inasmuch as he is subject to the bishop as to
the grace of God, and to the presbytery as to the law of Jesus Christ, [[ now
write to you].

3.- HONOUR YOUR YOUTHFUL BISHOP

Now it becomes you also not to treatyour bishop too familiarly on account
of his youth, but to yield him all reverence, having respect to the power of
God the Father, as [ have known even holy presbyters do, not judging
rashly, from the manifest youthful appearance [of their bishop], but as
being themselves prudent in God, submitting to him, or rather not to him,
but to the Father of Jesus Christ, the bishop of us all. Itis therefore fitting
that you should, after no hypocritical fashion, obey [your bishop], in
honour of Him who has wired us [so to do], since he that does not so
deceives not [by such conduct] the bishop that is visible, but seeksto mock
Him that is invisible. And all such conduct has reference not to man, but to
God, who knows all secrets.

PAGE 19

IGNATIUS - BISHOP AND MARTYR

4.- SOME WICKEDLY ACT INDEPENDENTLY OF THE BISHOP

It is fitting, then, not only to be called C hristians, but to be so in reality: as
someindeed give one the title of bishop, but do all things without him. Now
such persons seem to me to be not possessed of a good conscience, seeing
they are not stedfastly gathered together according to the commandm ent.

5.- DEATH IS THE FATE OF ALL SUCH

Seeing, then, allthings have anend, these two things are simultaneously set
before us-death and life; and every one shall go unto his own place. For as
there are two kinds of coins, the one of God, the other of the world, and
each of these has its special character stamped upon it, [so is it also here.]
The unbelieving are of this world; but the believing have, in love, the
character of God the Father by Jesus Christ, by whom, if we are not in
readiness to die into His passion, His life is not in us.

6.- PRESERVE HARMONY

Since therefore | have, in the persons before mentioned, beheld the whole
multitude of you in faith and love, I exhort you to study to do all things with
a divine harmony, while your bishop presides in the place of God, and your
presbyters in the place of the assembly of the apostles, along with your
deacons, who are most dear to me, and are entrusted with the ministry of
Jesus Christ, who was with the Father before the beginning of time, and in
the end was revealed. Do ye all then, imitating the same divine conduct,
pay respect to one another, and let no one look upon his neighbour after
the flesh, but do ye continually love each other in Jesus Christ. Let nothing
exist among you that may divide you ; but be ye united with your bishop,
and those that preside over you, as a type and evidence of your
immortality.

7.- DO NOTHING WITHOUT THE BISHOP AND PRESBYTERS

As therefore the Lord did nothing without the Father, being united to Him,
neither by Himself nor by the apostles, so neither do ye anything without
the bishop and presbyters. Neither endeavour that anything appear
reasonable and proper to yourselves apart; but being come together into
the same place, let there be one prayer, one supplication, one mind, one
hope, in love and in joy undefiled. There is one Jesus Christ, than whom
nothing is more excellent. Do ye therefore all run together as into one
temple of God, asto one altar, as to one Jesus C hrist, who came forth from
one Father, and is with and has gone to one.

8.- CAUTION AGAINST FALSE DOCTRINES
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Be not deceived with strange doctrines, nor with old fables, which are
unprofitable. For if we still live according to the Jewish law, we
acknowledge that we have not received grace. For the divinest prophets
lived according to Christdesus. On this account also they were persecuted,
being inspired by His grace to fully convince the unbelieving that there is
one God, who has manifested Himself by Jesus Christ His Son, who is His
eternal Word, not proceeding forth from silence, and who in all things
pleased Him that sent Him.

9.- LET Us LIVE WITH CHRIST

If, therefore, those who were brought up in the ancient order of things have
come to the possession of a new hope, no longer observing the Sabbath,
but living in the observance of the Lord's Day, on which also our life has
sprung up again by Him and by His death-whom some deny, by which
mystery we have obtained faith, and therefore endure, that we may be
found the disciples of Jesus Christ, our only M aster-how shall we be able to
live apart from Him, whose disciples the prophets themselves in the Spirit
did wait for Him as their Teacher? And therefore He whom they rightly
waited for, being come, raised them from the dead.

10.- BEWARE OF JUDAIZING

Let us not, therefore, be insensible to His kindness. For were He to reward
us according to our works, we should cease to be. Therefore, having
become His disciples, let us leam to live according to the principles of
Christianity. For whosoever is called by any other name besides this, is not
of God. Lay aside, therefore, the evil, the old, the sour leaven, and be ye
changed into the new leaven, which is Jesus Christ. Be ye salted in Him,
lest any one am ong you should be corrupted, since by your savour ye shall
be convicted. It is absurd to profess Christ Jesus, and to Judaize. For
Christianity did not embrace Judaism, but Judaism Christianity, that so
every tongue which believeth might be gathered together to God.

11.- I WRITE THESE THINGS TO WARN YOU

These things [l address to you], my beloved, not thatI know any of you to
be in such a state; but, as less than any of you, I desire to guard you
beforehand, that ye fall not upon the hooks of vain doctrine, but that ye
attain to full assurance in regard to the birth, and passion, and resurrection
which took place in the time ofthe governm ent of Pontius Pilate, being truly
and certainly accomplished by Jesus Christ, who is our hope, from which
may no one of you ever be turned aside.
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12.- YE ARE SUPERIOR TO ME

May [ enjoy you in all respects, if indeed I be worthy! For though I am
bound, I am not worthy to be com pared to any of you that are at liberty. I
know that ye are not puffed up, forye have Jesus Christin yourselves. And
all the more whenl commend you, I know that ye cherish modesty of spirit;
as it is written, "T he righteous man is his own accuser."

13.- BE ESTABLISHED IN FAITH AND UNITY

Study, therefore, to be established in the doctrines of the Lord and the
apostles, that so all things, whatsoever ye do, may prosper both in the flesh
and spirit; in faith and love; inthe Son, and in the Father, and in the Spirit;
in the beginning and in the end; with your most admirable bishop, and the
well-compacted spiritual crown of your presbytery, and the deacons who
are according to God. Be ye subject to the bishop, and to one another, as
Jesus Christto the Father, according to the flesh, and the apostles to Christ,
and to the Father, and to the Spirit; that so there may be a union both
fleshly and spiritual.

14.- YOUR PRAYERS REQUESTED

Knowing as I do that ye are full of God, [ have but briefly exhorted you. Be
mindful of me in your prayers, that Imay attain to God; and of the Church
which is in Syria, whence I am not worthy to derive my name: forI stand
in need of your united prayerin God, andyour love, that the Church which
is in Syria may be "deemed worthy of being refreshed by your Church.

15.- SALUTATIONS

The Ephesians from Smyrna (whence I also write to you), who are here for
the glory of God, as ye also are, who have in all things refresh ed me, salute
you, along with Polycarp, the bishop of the Smyrnaeans. The rest of the
Churches, in honour of Jesus Christ, also salute you. Fare ye well in the
harmony of God, yewho have obtained the inseparable Spirit, who is Jesus
Christ.
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The Epistle of
Ignatius to the Trallians

Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to the holy Church which is at
Tralles, in Asia, beloved of God, the Father of Jesus Christ, elect, and
worthy of God, possessing peace through the flesh, and blood, and passion
of Jesus Christ, who is our hope, through our rising again to Him, which
also [ salute in its fulness, and in the apostolical character, and wish
abundance of happiness.

1.- ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THEIR EXCELLENCE

[ know that ye possess an unblam eable and sincere mind in patience, and
that not only in present practice, but according to inherent nature, as
Polybius your bishop hasshown me, who has come to Smyrna by the will
of God and Jesus Christ, and so sympathized in the joy which I, who am
bound in Christ Jesus, possess, that [ beheld your whole multitude in him.
Having therefore received through him the testimony of your good-will,
according to God, I gloried to find you, as I knew you were, the followers
of God.

2.- BE SUBJECT TO THE BisHoOP, ETC.

For, since ye are subject to the bishop as to Jesus Christ, ye appear to me
to live not after the manner of men, but according toJesus Christ,who died
for us, in order, by believing in His death, ye may escape from death. It is
therefore necessary that, as ye indeed do, so without the bishop ye should
do nothing, but should also be subject to the presbytery, as to the apostle
of Jesus Christ, who is our hope, in whom, if we live, we shall [at last] be
found. It is fitting also that the deacons, as being [the ministers] of the
mysteriesof Jesus Christ, should in every respect be pleasingto all. For they
are not ministers of meat and drink, but servants of the Church of God.
They are bound, therefore, to avoid all grounds of accusation [against
them], as they would do fire.

3.- HONOUR THE DEACONS, ETC.

In like manner, let all reverence the deacons as an appointment of Jesus
Christ, and the bishop asJesus Christ, who is the Son of the Father,and the
presbyters as the sanhedrim of God, and assembly of the ap ostles. Apart
from these, there is no Church. Concerning all this, [ am persuaded that ye
are of the same opinion. For I have received the manifestation of your love,
and still have it with me, in your bishop, whose very appearance is highly
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instructive, and his meekness of itself a power; whom I imagine even the
ungodly must reverence, seeing they are also pleased that I do not spare
myself. But shall I, when permitted to write on this point, reach such a
height of self-esteem, that though being a condemned man, I should issue
commands to you as if [were an apostle?

4.- 1 HAVE NEED OF HUMILITY

I have great knowledge in God, but I restrain myself, lest, I should perish
through boasting. For now it is needful for me to be the more fearful; and
not give heed to those that puff me up. For they that speak to me [in the
way of commendation] scourge me. For I do ind eed desire to suffer, but [
know not if I be worthy to do so. For this longing, though it is not manifest
to many, all the more vehemently assails me. | therefore have need of
meekness, by which the prince of this world is brought to nought.

5.- 1 WiLL NOT TEACH YOU PROFOUND DOCTRINES

Am [ not able to write to you of heavenly things? But I fear to do so, lest [
should inflict injury on you who are but babes [in Christ]. Pardon me in this
respect, lest, as not being able to receive [such doctrines], ye should be
strangled by them. For even I, though [am bound [for Christ], yet am not
on that account able to understand heavenly things, and the places of the
angels, and their gatherings under their respective princes, things visible and
invisible. Without reference to such abstruse subjects, I am still buta learner

[in other respects]; for many things are wanting to us, that we come not
short of God.

6.- ABSTAIN FROM THE POISON OF HERETICS

[ therefore, yet not I, but the love of Jesus Christ, entreat you that ye use
Christian nourishment only, and abstain from herbage of a different kind;
[ mean heresy. For those [that are given to this] mix up Jesus Christ with
their own poison, speaking things which are unworthy of credit, like those
who administer a deadly drug in sweet wine, which he who is ignorant of
does greedily take, with a fatal pleasure leading to his own death.

7.- THE SAME CONTINUED

Be on your guard, therefore, against such persons. And this will be the case
with you ifyou are notpuffed up, and continue in intimate union with Jesus
Christ our God, and the bishop, and the enactments of theapostles. He that
is within the altar is pure, but he that is without is not pure; that is, he who
does anything apart from the bishop, and presbytery, and deacons, such a
man is not pure in his conscience.
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8.- BE ON YOUR GUARD
AGAINST THE SNARES OF THE DEVIL

Not that I know there is anything of this kind among you; but [ putyou on
your guard, inasmuch asI love you greatly, and foresee the snares of the
devil. Wherefore, clothing yourselves with meekness, be ye renewed in
faith, that is the flesh of the Lord, and in love, that is the blood of Jesus
Christ. Let no one of you cherish any grudge against his neighbour. Give
no occasion to the Gentiles, lest by means of a few foolish men the whole
multitude [of thos e that believe] in God be evil spoken of. For, "W oe to him
by whose vanity my name is blasphemed among any."

9.- REFERENCE TO THE HISTORY OF CHRIST

Stop your ears, therefore, when any one speaks to you at variance with
Jesus Christ, who was descended from David, and was also of Mary; who
was truly born, and did eat and drink. He was truly persecuted under
PontiusPilate; He was truly crucified, and [truly] died, in the sight of beings
in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth. He was also truly raised from
the dead, His Father quickening Him, even as after the same manner His
Father will so raise up us who believe in Him by Christ Jesus, apart from
whom we do not possess the true life.

10.- THE REALITY OF CHRIST'S PASSION

But if, as some that are without God, thatis, the unbelieving, say, that He
only seemed to suffer (they themselves only seeming to exist), then why am
[ in bonds? Why do I long to be exposed to the wild beasts? Do I therefore
die in vain? Am I not then guilty of falsehood against [the cross of] the
Lord?

11.- AvoID THE DEADLY ERRORS OF THE DOCETAE

Flee, therefore, those evi offshoots [of Satan], which produce
death-bearing fruit, whereof if any one tastes, he instantly dies. For these
men are not the planting of the Father. For if they were, they would appear
as branches of the cross, and their fruit would be incorruptble. By it He
calls you through His passion, as being His members. The head, therefore,
cannot be born by itself, without its members; God, who is [the Saviour]
Himself, having promised their union.

12.- CONTINUE IN UNITY AND LOVE

[ salute you from Smyrna, together with the Churches of God which are
with me, who have refreshed me in all things, both in the flesh and in the
spirit. My bonds, which I carry about with me for the sake of Jesus Christ
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(praying that I may attain to God), exhort you. Continue in harmony
among yourselves, and in prayer with one another; for it becomes every
one of you, and especially the presbyters, to refresh the bishop, to the
honour of the Father, of Jesus Christ, and of the ap ostles. I entreat you in
love to hear me, that [ may not, by having written, be a testimony against
you. And do ye also pray for me, who have need of your love, along with
the mercy of God, thatl may be worthy of the lot for which I am destined,
and that I may not be found reprobate.

13.- CONCLUSION

The love ofthe Smymaeans and Ephesianssalutes you. Rememberin your
prayers the Church which is in Syria, from which also I am not worthy to
receive my appellation, being the last of them. Fare ye well in Jesus Christ,
while ye continue subject to the bishop, as to the command [of God], and
in like manner to the presbytery. And do ye, every man, love one another
with an undivided heart. Letmy spiritbe sanctified by yours, not only now,
but also when I shall attain to God. For [ am as yet exposed to danger. But
the Father is faithful in Jesus Christ to fulfi both mine and your petitions:
in whom may ye be found unblameable.
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The Epistle of
Ignatius to the Romans

Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to the Church which has obtained
mercy, through the majesty of the Most High Father, and Jesus Christ, His
only-begotten Son; the Church which is beloved and enlightened by the will
of Him th at willeth all things which are according to thelove of Jesus Christ
our God, which also presides in the place of the report of the Romans,
worthy of God, worthy of honour, worthy ofthe highest happiness, worthy
of praise, worthy of obtaining her every desire, worthy of being deemed
holy, and which presides over love, is named from Christ, and from the
Father, which I also salute in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the
Father: to those who are united, both according to the flesh and spirit, to
every one of His comm andments; who are filled inseparably with the grace
of God, and are purified from every strange taint, [I wish] abundance of
happiness unblameably, in Jesus Christ our God.

1.- As A PRISONER, I HOPE TO SEE YOU

Through prayer to God I have obtained the privilege of seeing your most
worthy faces, and have even been granted more than I requested; for [
hope as a prisoner in Christ Jesus to salute you, if indeed it be the will of
God that [ be thought worthy of attaining unto the end. For the beginning
has been well ordered, if | may obtain grace to cling to my lot without
hindrance unto the end. For Iam afraid of your love, lest it should do me
an injury. For it is easy for you to accomplish what you please; but it is
difficult for me to attain to God, if ye spare me.

2.- Do NOT SAVE ME FROM MARTYRDOM

For it is not my desire to act towards you as a man-pleaser, but as pleasing
God, even as also ye please Him. For neither shall [ ever have such
[another] opportunity of attaining to God; nor will ye, if ye shall now be
silent, ever be entitled to the honour of a better work. For if ye are silent
concerning me, I shallbecome God's; but if you show your love to my flesh,
I shall again have to run my race. Pray, then, do not seek to confer any
greater favour upon me than thatl be sacrificed to God while the altar is
still prepared; that, being gathered together in love, ye may sing praise to
the Father, through Christ Jesus, that God has deemed me, the bishop of
Syria, worthy to be sent for from the east unto the west. Itis good to set
from the woid unto God, that [ may rise again to Him.
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3.- PRAY RATHER THAT I MAY ATTAIN TO MARTYRDOM

Ye have never envied any one; ye have taught others. Now I desire that
those things may be confirmed [by your conduct], which in your
instructions ye enjoin [on others]. Only request in my behalf both inward
and outward strength, that] may not only speak, but [truly] will; and that
[ may not merely be called a Christian, but really be found to be one. For
if I be truly found [a Christian], I may also be called one, and be then
deemed faithful, when I shall no longer ap pear to the world. N othing visible
is eternal. "Forthe things which are seen are temporal, but the things which
are not seen are eternal." For our God, Jesus Christ, now that He is with the
Father, is all the more revealed [in His glory]. Christianity is not a thing of
silence only, but also of [manifest] greatness.

4.- ALLOW ME TO FALL A PREY TO THE WILD BEASTS

[ write to the Churches, and impress on them all, that I shall willingly die for
God, unless ye hinder me. I beseech of you not to show an unseasonable
good-will towards me. Suffer me to become food for the wild beasts,
through who se instrumentality it will be granted me to attain to God. [ am
the wheat of God, and let me be ground by the teeth of the wild beasts, that
[ may be found the purebread of Christ. Ratherentice the wild beasts, that
they may become my tomb, and may leave nothing of my body; so that
when [ have fallen asleep [in death], Imay be no trouble to any one. Then
shall I truly be a disciple of Christ, when the world shall not see so much as
my body. Entreat Christ for me, that by these instruments [ may be found
a sacrifice [to God].I do not, as Peterand Paul, issue command ments unto
you. They were apostles; | am but a condemned man: they were free, while
[ am, even until now, a servant. Butwhen I suffer, I shallbe the freed-man
of Jesus, and shall rise again emancipated in Him. And now, being a
prisoner, Ilearn not to desire anything worldly or vain.

5.- I DESIRE TO DIE

From Syria even unto Rome I fight with beasts, both by land and sea, both
by night and day, being bound to ten leopards, | mean a band of soldiers,
who, even when they receive benefits, show themselves all the worse. But
[ am the more instructed by their injuries [to act as a disciple of Christ]; "yet
am [ not thereby justified." May I enjoy the wild beasts that are prepared for
me; and | pray they may be found eager to rush upon me, which also I will
entice to devour me speedily, and not deal with me as with some, whom,
out of fear, they have not touched. But if they be unwilling to assail me, |
will compel them to do so. Pardon me [in this]: I know what is for my
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benefit. Now I begin to be a disciple. And let no one, of things visible or
invisible, envy me that [ should attain to Jesus Christ. Let fire and the cross;
let the crowds of wild beasts; let tearings, breakings, and dislocations of
bones; let cutting off of members; let shatterings of the whole body; and let
all the dreadful torments of the devil come upon me: only let me attain to
Jesus Christ.

6.- BY DEATH I SHALL ATTAIN TRUE LIFE

All the pleasures of the world, and all the kingdom s of this earth, shall pro fit
me nothing. It is better for me to die in behalf of Jesus Christ, than to reign
over all the ends of the earth. "For what shall a man be profited, if he gain
the whole world, but lose his own soul?" Him I seek, who died for us: Him
I desire, who rose again for our sake. This is the gain which is laid up for
me. Pardon me, brethren: do not hinder me from living, do not wish to
keep me in a state of death; and while I desire to belong to God, do not ye
give me over to the world . Suffer m e to obtain pure light: when [ have gone
thither, I shall indeed be a man of God. Perm it me to be an imitator of the
passion of my God. If any one has Him within himself, let him consider
what [ desire, and let him have sympathy with me, as knowing how I am
straitened.

7.- REASON OF DESIRING TO DIE

The prince of this world would fain carry me away, and corrupt my
disposition towards God. Let none of you, therefore, who are [in Rome]
help him; rather be ye on my side, that is, on the side of God. Do not speak
of Jesus Christ, and yet set your desires on the world. Let not envy find a
dwelling-place among you; nor even should I, when present with you,
exhort you to it, be ye persuaded to listen to me, but rather give credit to
those things which I now write to you. For though I am alive while I write
to you, yet I am eager to die. My love has been crucified, and there is no
fire in me desiring to be fed; but there is within me a water thatliveth and
speaketh, saying to me inwardly, Com e to the Father. I have no delight in
corruptible food, norin the pleasures of thislife. I desire the bread of God,
the heavenly bread, the bread of life, which is the flesh of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, who became afterwards of the seed of David and Abraham;
and I desire the drink of God, namely His blood, which is incorruptible love
and eternal life.

8.- BE YE FAVOURABLE TO ME

[ no longer wish to live after the manner of men, and my desire shall be
fulfiled if ye consent. Be ye willing, then, that ye also may have your
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desires fulfilled. I entreat you in this brief letter; do ye give credit to me.
Jesus Christ will reveal these things to you, [so that ye shall know] that I
speak truly. He is the mouth altogether free from falsehood, by which the
Father has truly spoken. Pray ye for me, that I may attain [the object of my
desire].  have not written to you accordin g to the flesh, but according to the
will of God. If I shall suffer, ye have wished [wel] to me; but if I am
rejected, ye have hated me.

9.- PRAY FOR THE CHURCH IN SYRIA

Remember in your prayers the Church in Syria, which now has God for its
shepherd, instead of me. Jesus Christ alone will oversee it, and your love
[will also regard it]. But as for me, [ am ashamed to be counted one of
them; for indeed I am not worthy, as being the very last of them, and one
born out of due time. But | have obtained mercy to be somebody, if I shall
attain to God. My spirit salutes you, and the love of the Churches that have
received me in the name of Jesus Christ, and not asa mere passer-by. For
even those Churches which were not near to me in the way, I mean
according to the flesh, have gone before me, city by city, [to meet me.]

10.- CONCLUSION

Now I write these things to you from Smyrna by the Ephesians, who are
deservedly most happy. There is also with me, along with many others,
Crocus, one dearly beloved by me. Asto those who have gone before me
from Syria to Rome for the glory of God, I believe thatyou are acquainted
with them; to whom, [then, ] do ye make known that lam at hand. For they
are all worthy, both of God and of you; and it is becoming that you sh ould
refresh them in all things. I have written these things unto you, on the day
before the ninth of the Kalends of September (that is, on the twenty -third
day of August). Fare ye well to the end, in the patience of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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The Epistle of
Ignatius to the Philadelphians

Ignatius, who is also called Theop horus, to the Church of God the Father,
and our Lord Jesus Christ, which is at Philadelphia, in Asia, which has
obtained mercy, and is established in the harmony of God, and rejoiceth
unceasingly in the passion of our Lord, and is filled with all mercy through
his resurrection; which [ salute in the blood of Jesus Christ, who is our
eternal and enduring joy, especially if [men] are in unity with the bishop,
the presbyters, and the deacons, who have been appointed according to the
mind of Jesus Christ, whom He has established in security, after His own
will, and by His Holy Spirit.

1.- PRAISE OF THE BISHOP

Which bishop, I know, obtained th e ministry w hich pertains to the common
[weal], not of himself, neither by men, nor through vainglory, but by the
love of God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ; at whose meekness [ am
struck with admiration, and who by his silence is able to accomplish more
than those who vainly talk. For he is in harmo ny with the com mand ments
[of God], even as the harp is with its strings. W herefore my soul declares his
mind towards God a happy one, knowing it to be virtuous and perfect,and
that his stability aswell as freedom from all anger is afterthe example of the
infinite meekness of the living God.

2.- MAINTAIN UNION WITH THE BISHOP

Wherefore, as children of light and truth, flee from division and wicked
doctrines; but where the shepherd is, there do ye assheep follow. For there
are many wolves that appear worthy of credit, who, by means of a
pernicious pleasure, carwy captive those that are running towards God; but
in your unity they shall have no place.

3.- AVOID SCHISMATICS

Keep yourselves from those evil plants which Jesus Christ does not tend,
because they are not the planting of the Father. Notthat I have found any
division among you, but exceeding purity. Foras many as are of God and
of Jesus Christ are also with the bishop. And as many as shall, in the
exercise of repentance, return into the unity of the Church, these, too, shall
belongto God, that they maylive according toJesus Christ. Do noterr, my
brethren. If any man follows him that makes a schism in the Church, he
shall not inherit the kingdom of God. If any one walks according to a
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strange opinion, he agrees not with the passion [of Christ].

4.- HAVE But ONE EUCHARIST, ETC.

Take ye heed, then, to have but one Eucharist. For there is one flesh of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and one cupto [show forth] the unity of His blood; one
altar; as there is one bishop, along with the presbytery and deacons, my
fellow-servants: that so, whatsoever ye do, ye may do it according to [the
will of] God.

5.- PRAY FOR ME

My brethren, [ am greatly enlarged in loving you; and rejoicing ex ceedingly
[over youl], I seek to secure your safety. Yet it is not I, but Jesus Christ, for
whose sake being bound I fear the more, inasmuch as [ am not yet perfect.
But your prayer to God shall make me perfect, that I may attain to that
portion which through mercy has been allotted me, while I flee to the
Gospel as to the flesh of Jesus, and to the apostles as to the presbytery of
the Church. And let us also love the prophets, because they too have
proclaimed the Gospel, and placed their hope in Him, and waited for Him;
in whom also believing, they were saved, through union to Jesus Christ,
being holy men, worthy of love and admiration, having had witness borne
to them by Jesus Christ, and beingreckoned along with [us] in the Gospel
of the common hope.

6.- DO NOT ACCEPT JUDAISM

But if any one preach the Jewish law unto you, listen not to him. For it is
better to hearken to Christian doctrine from a man who has been
circumcised, than to Judaism from one uncircumcised. But if either of such
personsdo not speak conceming Jesus Christ, they are in my judgment but
as monuments and sepulchres of the dead, upon which are written onlythe
names of men. Flee therefore the wicked devices and snares of the prince
of this world, lest at any time being conquered by hisartifices, ye grow weak
in your love. But be ye all joined together with an undivided heart. And |
thank my God that I have a good conscience in respect to you, and thatno
one has it in his power to boast, either privately or publicly, that I have
burdened any one either in much or in litle. And I wish for all among
whom I have spoken, that they may not possess thatfor a testimony against
them.

7.- 1 HAVE EXHORTED YOU TO UNITY

For though some would have deceived me according to the flesh, yet the
Spirit, as being from God, is not deceived. For it knows both whence it
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comes and whither it goes, and detects the secrets [of the heart]. For, when
[ was among you, I cried, I spoke with a loud voice: Give heed to the
bishop, and to the presbytery and deacons. Now, some suspected me of
having spoken thus, as knowing beforehand the division caused by some
among you. But He is my witness, for whose sake [ am in bonds, that I got
no intelligence from any man. But the Spirit proclaimed these words: Do
nothing without the bishop; keep your bodies as the temples of God; love
unity; avoid divisions; be the followers of Jesus Christ, even as He is of His
Father.

8.- THE SAME CONTINUED

[ therefore did what belonged to me, as a man devoted to unity. For where
there is division and wrath, God doth notdwell. To all them that repent, the
Lord grants forgiveness, if they turn in penitence to the unity of God, and
to communion with the bishop. I trust [as to you] in the grace of Jesus
Christ, who shall free you from every bond. And I exhort you to do nothing
out of strife, but according to the doctrine of Christ. When [ heard some
saying, If I do not find it in the ancient Scriptures, I wil not believe the
Gospel; on my saying to them, It is written, they answered me, That
remains to be proved. But to me Jesus Christ is in the place of all that is
ancient: His cross, and death, and resurrection, and the faith which is by
Him, are undefiled monuments of antiquity; by which I desire, through your
prayers, to be justified.

9.- THE OLD TESTAMENT IS GOOD:
THE NEW TESTAMENT IS BETTER

The priests indeed are good, but the High Priest is better; to wh om the holy
of holies has been committed, and who alone has been trusted with the
secrets of God. He isthe door of the Father, by which enter in Abraham,
and Isaac, and Jacob, and the prophets, and the apostles, and the Church.
All these have for their object the attaining to the unity of God. But the
Gospel possesses something transcendent [above the formerdispensation],
viz., the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ, His passion and resurrection.
For the beloved prophets announced Him, butthe Gospel is the perfection
of immortality. All these things are good together, if ye believe in love.

10.- CONGRATULATE THE INHABITANTS OF
ANTIOCH ON THE CLOSE OF THE PERSECUTION
Since, according to your prayers, and the compassion which ye feel in
Christ Jesus, it is reported to me that the Church which is at Antioch in
Syria possesses peace, it will become you, asa Church of God, to elect a
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deacon to act as the ambassador of God [for you] to [the brethren there],
that he may rejoice along with them when they are met together, and
glorify the name [of God]. Blessed is he in Jesus Christ, who shall be
deemed worthy of such a ministry; and ye too shall be glorified. And if ye
are willing, it is not beyond your power to do this, for the sake of God; as
also the nearest Churches have sent, in some cases bishops, and in others
presbyters and deacons.

11.- THANKS AND SALUTATION

Now, as to Philo the deacon, of Cilicia, a man of reputation, who still
ministers to me in the word of God, along with Rheus Agathopus, an elect
man, who has followed me from Syria, not regarding his life,-these bear
witness in your behalf; and I myself give thanks to God for you, that ye
have received them, even as the Lord you. But may those thatdishonoured
them be forgiven through the grace of Jesus Christ! The love ofthe brethren
at Troas salutes you; whence also Iwrite to you by Burrhus, who was sent
along with me by the Ephesians and Smyrnaeans, to show their respect.
May the Lord Jesus Christ honour them, in whom they hope, in flesh, and
soul, and faith, and love, and concord! Fare ye well in Christ Jesus, our
common hope.
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The Epistle of
Ignatius to the Smyrnaeans

Ignatius, who is also called Theop horus, to the Church of God the Father,
and of the beloved Jesus Christ, which has through mercy obtained every
kind of gift, which is filled with faith and love, and is deficient in no gift,
most worthy of God, and adomed with holiness: the Church which is at
Smyrna, in Asia, wishes abundance of happiness, through the im maculate
Spiritand word of God.

1.- THANKS TO GOD FOR YOUR FAITH

I Glorify God, even Jesus Christ, who has given you such wisdom. For I
have observed that ye are perfected in an immoveable faith, as if ye were
nailed to the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, both in the flesh and in the
spirit, and are established in love through the blood of Christ, being fully
persuaded with respect to our Lord, that He was truly of the seed of David
according to the flesh, and the Son of God according to the will and power
of God; that He was truly born of a virgin, was baptized by John, in order
that all righteousness might be fulfilled by Him; and was truly, under
Pontius Pilate and Herod the tetrarch, nailed [to the cross] for us in His
flesh. Of this fruit we are by His divinely-blessed passion, that He might set
up a standard for all ages, through His resurrection, to all His holy and
faithful [followers], whether among Jews or Gentiles, in the one body of His
Church.

2.- CHRIST'S TRUE PASSION

Now, He suffered al these things for our sakes, that we might be saved.
And He suffered truly, even as also He truly raised up Himself, not, as
certain unbelievers maintain, that He only seemed to suffer, as they
themselves only seem to be [Christians]. And as they believe, so shall it
happen unto them, when they shall be divested of their bodies, and be
mere evil spirits.

3.- CHRIST WAS POSSESSED OF
A BoDY AFTER HiS RESURRECTION
For I know that after His resurrection also He was still possessed of flesh,
and I believe thatHe is so now. When, for instance, He came to those who
were with Peter, He said to them, "Lay hold, handle Me, and see that I am
not an incorporeal spirit." And immediately they touched Him, and
believed, being convinced both by His flesh and spirit. For this cause also
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they despised death, and were found its conquerors. And after his
resurrection He did eat and drink with them, as being possessed of flesh,
although spiritually He was united to the Father.

4.- BEWARE OF THESE HERETICS

[ give you these instructions, beloved, assured that ye also hold the same
opinions [as | do]. But | guard you beforehand from those beasts in the
shape of men, whom you must not only not receive, but, if it be possible,
not even meet with; only you must pray to God for them, if by any means
they may be brought to repentance, which, however, will be very difficult.
Yet Jesus Christ, who is our true life, has the power of [effecting] this. But
if these things were done by our Lord only in appearance, then am I also
only in appearance bound. And why have I also surrendered myself to
death, to fire, to the sword, to the wild beasts? But, [in fact, ] he who is near
to the sword is nearto God; he that isamong the wild beasts is in company
with God; provided only he be so m the name of Jesus Christ. [ undergo all
these things that I may suffer together with Him, He who became a perfect
man inwardly strengthening me.

5.- THEIR DANGEROUS ERRORS

Some ignorantly deny Him, or rather have been denied by Him, beingthe
advocates of death rather than of the truth. These personsneither have the
prophets persuaded, nor the law of Moses, nor the Gospel even to this day,
nor the sufferings we have individually endured. For they think also the
same thing regarding us. For what does any one profitme, if he commends
me, butblasphemes my Lord, notconfessingthatHe was [truly] possessed
of a body? But he who does not acknowledge this, has in fact altogether
denied Him, being enveloped in death. I have not, however, thoughtgood
to write the names of such persons,inasmuch as they are unbelievers. Yea,
far be it from m e to make any m ention of them, until they repent and return
to [a true belief in] Christ's passion, which is our resurrection.

6.- UNBELIEVERS IN THE BLOOD
OF CHRIST SHALL BE CONDEMNED
Let no man deceive himself. Both the things which are in heaven, and the
glorious angels, and rulers, both visible and invisible, if they believe not in
the blood of Christ, shall, in conse quence, incur condemnation. "He that is
able to receive it, let him receive it." Let not [high] place puff any one up:
for that which is worth all is faith and love, to which nothing is to be
preferred. But consider those who are ofa different opinion with respect to
the grace of Christ which has come unto us, how opposed they are to the
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will of God. They have no regard for love; no care for the widow, or the
orphan, or the oppressed; of the bond, or of the free; of the hungry, or of
the thirsty.

7.- LET US STAND ALOOF FROM SUCH HERETICS

They abstain from the Eucharist and from prayer, because they confess not
the Eucharist to be the flesh of our Saviour Jesus Christ, which suffered for
our sins, and which the Father, of His goodness, raised up again. Those,
therefore, who speak against this gift of God, incur death in the midst of
their disputes. But it were better for them to treat it with respect, that they
also might rise again. Itis fitting, therefore, that ye should keep aloof from
such persons, and not to speak of them either in private or in public, but to
give heed to the prophets, and above all, to the Gospel, in which the
passion [of Christ] has been revealed to us, and the resurrection has been
fully proved. But avoid all divisions, as the beginning of evils.

8.- LET NOTHING BE DONE WITHOUT THE BISHOP

See that ye all follow the bishop, even asJesus Christdoes the Father, and
the presbytery as ye would the apostles; and reverence the deacons, as
being the institution of God. Let no man do anything connected with the
Church without the bishop. Letthat be deemed a proper Eucharist, which
is [administered] either by the bishop, or by one to whom he has entrusted
it. Wherever the bishop shall appear, there let the multitude [ofthe people]
also be; even as, wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church. It
is not lawful without the bishop either to baptize or to celebrate a love-feast;
but whatsoever he shall approve of, that is also pleasing to God, so that
everything that is done may be secure and valid.

9.- HONOUR THE BISHOP

Moreover, it is in accordance with reason that we should return to
soberness [of conduct], and, while yet we have opportunity, exercise
repentance towards God. It iswell to reverence both God and the bishop.
He who honours the bishop has been honoured by God; he who does
anything without the knowledge of the bishop, does [in reality] serve the
devil. Let all things, then, abound to you through grace, for ye are worthy.
Ye have refreshed me in all things, and Jesus Christ [shall refresh] you. Ye
have loved me when absent as well as when present. May God recomp ense
you, for whose sake, while ye endure all things, ye shall attain unto Him.
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10.- ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THEIR KINDNESS

Ye have done well in receiving Philo and Rheus Agathopus as servants of
Christ our God, who have followed me for the sake of God, and who give
thanks to the Lord in your behalf, because ye have in every way refreshed
them. None of these things shall be lost to you. May my spirit be for you,
and my bonds, which ye have notdespised or been ashamed of; nor shall
Jesus Christ, our perfect hope, be ashamed of you.

11.- REQUEST TO THEM TO SEND A MESSENGER TO ANTIOCH

Your prayer has reached to the Church which is at Antioch in Syria.
Coming from that place bound with chains, most acceptable to God, I
salute all; Iwho am not worthy to be styled from thence, inasmuch as [ am
the least of them. Nevertheless, according to the will of God, I have been
thought worthy [of this honour], not that I have any sense [of having
deserved it], but by the grace of God, which I wish may be perfectly given
to me, that through your prayers [ may attain to God. In order, therefore,
that your work may be complete both on earth and in heaven, it is fitting
that, for the honour of God, your Church should elect some worthy
delegate;so thathe, journeying into Syra, may congratulate them thatthey
are [now] at peace, and are restored to their proper greatness, and that
their properconstitution has been re-established amongthem. It seems then
to me a becoming thing, that you should send some one of your number
with an epistle, so that, in company with them, he may rejoice over the
tranquility which, according to the will of God, they have obtained, and
because that, through your prayers, they have now reached the harbour.
As persons who are perfect, ye should also aim at those things which are
perfect. For when ye are desirous to do well, God is also ready to assist
you.

12.- SALUTATIONS

The love of the brethren at Troas salutes you; whence also 1 write to you by
Burrhus, whom ye sent with me, together with the Ephesians, your
brethren, and who has in all things refreshed me. And I would that all may
imitate him, as being a pattern of a minister of God. Grace will rew ard him
in all things. I salute your most worthy bishop, and your very venerable
presbytery, and your deacons, my fellow-sewants, and al of you
individually, as well as generally, in the name of Jesus Christ, and in His
flesh and blood, in His passion and resurection, both corporeal and
spiritual, in union with God and you. Grace, mercy, peace, and patience,
be with you for evermore!
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CONCLUSION

[ salute the families of my brethren, with their wives and children, and the
virgins who are called widows. Be ye strong, I pray, in the power of the
Holy Ghost. Philo, who is with me, greets you. [ salute the house of Tavias,
and pray that it may be confirmed in faith and love, both corporeal and
spiritual. I salute Alce, my well-beloved, and the incomparable Daphnus,
and Eutecnus, and all by name. Fare ye well in the grace of God.
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The Epistle of
Ignatius to Polycarp

Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to Polycarmp, Bishop of the Church
of the Smyrnaeans, orrather, who has, as his own bishop, God the Father,
and the Lord Jesus Christ: [wishes] abundance of happiness.

1.- COMMENDATION AND EXHORTATION

Having obtained good proof that thy mind is fixed in God as upon an
immoveable rock, I loudly glorify [His name] that I have been thought
worthy [to behold] thy blameless face, which may I ever enjoy in God! I
entreat the e, by the grace with which thou art clothed, to press forward in
thy course, and to exhort all that they may be saved. Maintain thy position
with all care, both in the flesh and spirit. Have a regard to presewe unity,
than which nothing is better. Bear with all, even as the Lord doeswith thee.
Support all in love, as also thou doest. Give thyself to prayer without
ceasing. Implore additional understanding to what thou already hast. Be
watchful, possessing a sleepless spirit. Speak to every man separately, as
God enables thee. Bear the infirmities of all, as being a perfect athlete [in
the Christian life]: where the labour is great, the gain is all the more.

2.- EXHORTATIONS

If thou lovest the good disciples, no thanks are du e to thee on that account;
but rather seek by meekness to subdue the more troublesome. Every kind
of wound is not healed with the same plaster. Mitigate violent attacks [of
disease] by gentle applications. Be in all things "wise as a serpent, and
harmless as a dove." Forthis purpose thou art composed of both flesh and
spirit, that thou mayest deal tendery with those [evils] that present
themselvesvisibly before thee. And as respects those thatare not seen, pray
that [God] would reveal them unto thee, in order that thou mayest be
wantingin nothing, but mayest abound in every gift. The times callfor thee,
as pilots do for the winds, and as one tossed with tempest seeks for the
haven, so that both thou [and those under thy care] may attainto God. Be
sober as an athlete of God: the prize set before thee is immortality and
eternal life, of which thou art also persuaded. In all things may my soul be
for thing, and my bonds also, which thou hast loved.

3.- EXHORTATIONS

Let not those who seem worthy of credit, but teach strange doctrines, fill
thee with apprehension. Stand firm, as does an anvil which is beaten. It is
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the part of a noble athlete to be wounded, and yet to conquer. And
especially, we oughtto bearallthings for the sake of God, thatHe also may
bear with us. Be ever becoming more zealous than what thou art. Weigh
carefully the times. Look for Him who is above all time, eternal and
invisible, yet who becam e visible for our sakes; impalpable and impassible,
yet who became passible on our account; and who in every kind of way
suffered for our sakes.

4.- EXHORTATIONS

Let not widows be neglected. Be thou, after the Lord, their protector and
friend. Let nothing be done withoutthy consent; neither do thou anything
withoutthe approval of God, which indeed thou dost not,inasmuch as thou
art stedfast. Let your assembling together be of frequent occurrence: seek
after all by name. Do not despise either male or female slaves, yet neither
let them be puffed up with conceit, but rather let them submit themselves
the more, for the glory of God, that they may obtain from God a better
liberty. Let them notlongto be set free [from slavery] atthe publicexpense,
that they be not found slaves to their own desires.

5.- THE DUTIES OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES

Flee evil arts; but all the more discourse in public regarding them. Spe ak to
my sisters, that they love the Lord, and be satisfied with their husbands both
in the flesh and spirit. In like manner also, exhortmy brethren, in the name
of Jesus Christ, that they love their wives, even as the Lord the Church. If
any one can continue in a state of purity, to the honour of Him who is Lord
of the flesh, let him so remain with out boasting. If he begins to boast, he is
undone; and if he reckon himself greater than the bishop, he is ruined. But
it becomes both men and women who marry, to form their union with the
approval of the bishop, that their marriage may be according to God, and
not after their own lust. Let all things be done to the honour of God.

6.- THE DUTIES OF THE CHRISTIAN FLOCK

Give ye heed to the bishop, that God also may give heed to you. My soul
be for theirsthat are submissive to the bishop, to the presbyters, and to the
deacons, and may my portion be along with them in God! Labour together
with one another; strive in company together; run togeth er; suffer toge ther;
sleep together; and awake together, as the stewards, and associates, and
servants of God. Please ye Him under whom ye fight, and from whom ye
receive your wages. Letnone of you be found a deserter. Let your baptism
endure as your arms; your faith as your helmet; your love as your spear;
your patience as a complete panoply. Let your works be the charge

PAGE 41

IGNATIUS - BISHOP AND MARTYR

assigned to you, that ye may receive a worthy recompense. Be
long-suffering, therefore, with one another, in meekness, as God is towards
you. May I have joy of you for ever!

7.- REQUEST THAT POLYCARP
WouULD SEND A MESSENGER TO ANTIOCH

Seeing that the Church which is at Antioch in Syria is, as report has
informed me, at peace, through your prayers, I also am the more
encouraged, resting without anxiety in God, if indeed by means of suffering
[ may attain to God, so that, through your prayers, I may be found a
disciple [of Christ]. It is fitting, O Polycarp, most blessed in God, to
assemble a very solemn council, and to elect one whom you greatly love,
and know to be a man of activity, who may be designated the messenger
of God; and to bestow on him this honour that he may go into Syra, and
glorify your ever active love to the praise of Christ. A Christian has not
power over himself, but must always be ready forthe service of God. Now,
this work is both God's and yours, when ye shall have completed it to His
glory. For I trust that, through grace, ye are prepared for every good work
pertaining to God. Knowing, therefore, your energetic love of the truth, I
have exhorted you by this brief Epistle.

8.- LET OTHER CHURCHES ALSO SEND TO ANTIOCH

Inasmuch as | have not been able to wiite to all the Churches, because |
must suddenly sail from Troas to Neapolis, as the will [of the emperor]
enjoins, [l begthat] thou, as being a cquainted with the purp ose of God, wilt
write to the adjacent Churches, that they also may act in like manner, such
as are able to do so sending messengers, and the others transmitting letters
through those persons who are sent by thee, that thou mayest be glorified
by a work which shallbe remembered for ever, asindeed thou art worthy
to be. I salute all by name, and in particular the wife of Epitropus, with all
her house and children. I salute Attalus, my beloved. [ salute him who shall
be deemed worthy to go [from you] into Syria. Grace shall be with him for
ever, and with Polycarp that sends him. I pray for your happiness for ever
in our God, Jesus Christ, by whom continue ye in the unity and under the
protection of God, I salute Alce, my dearly beloved. Fare ye well in the
Lord.
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Did the Apostles believe an
apostasy would come after them?

Paul instructed Timothy “Guard the good deposit that was
entrusted to you — guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who
lives in us ... And the things you have heard me say in the
presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will
also be qualified to teach others” (2 Tim.1:14; 2:2). Paul,
though anticipating the emergence of heretical ‘wolves’ (Acts
20:29,30), thought -- and taught -- that the church would guard
faithfully the apostolic tradition, and this faithful transmission,
with the Holy Spirit’s help, would be sufficient to meet such
dangerous heresy. Nowhere does Paul predict the kind of total
apostasy that Mormons, Christadelphians, Jehovah’s Witnesses
and a multitude of other enemies of orthodox tradition assume
as fact.

The Apostle John, a generation later, finds himself in the midst
of the “‘wolves’. But he, like Paul, does not worry for the future
of the church. Against the heretics’ claim that the disciples
needed their guidance, not the Apostles’, John writes, ... the
anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you
have no need for anyone to teach you ...” (I John 2:27). John
saw, as Paul had, that the Holy Spirit would protect the flock
from mass defection, and faithful teachers would resist the
ravenous false teachers. The latter, John said, would leave the
flock with their prey, unable to win over those who clung to the
apostolic teaching (v.19).

One such faithful upholder of apostolic tradition was Ignatius of
Antioch, appointed Bishop of that great missionary church
while John was still alive. God has seen fit to preserve seven
authentic epistles by Ignatius, and these provide the best
window we have into the church immediately after the Apostles.
Do these letters support -- or overturn -- the contentions of the
enemies of historic Christianity? We here reproduce the
Ignatian epistles to answer that question.
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